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Indonesia raises alert as Mount
Lewotobi Laki Laki volcano erupts

A [GS Paper 1: Geography |

Indonesia’s Mount Lewotobi Laki Laki erupted thrice on Friday,
sending ash 8,000 metres (26,000 feet) high and injuring several
residents in the nearby villages. Authorities raised the eruption alert
to the highest level and expanded the danger zone from seven to
eight kilometres. Flights to Bali were cancelled. ap

Indonesia Raises Alert as
Mount Lewotobi Laki
Laki Volcano Erupts
SSATAAT A AT3C dgleleEr
oITehT ATehT SaTITHE T
faewle 9T 3rere ToraT

Indonesia’s Mount Lewotobi
Laki Laki erupted thrice on
Friday.

SS1A RAT T AT3C AICIET AT
oTeh! SaTeITH Y A HY clieT

9 BeTl

e The eruption sent ash 8,000
metres (26,000 feet) high.

g9 faFwie o 8,000 #Hex (26,000 $ie)
FATS dF TG At

e Several residents in nearby villages were injured.

mamia’fﬁa:gﬁmhmgm

e Authorities raised the eruption alert to the highest level.
FfaFREt & Sareme RTmie F1 e 3Taas TR aF Je1 feam|
e The danger zone was expanded from seven to eight kilometres.

A F 8T ) FTd T T TS [Fadley F f&am am|

e Flights to Bali were cancelled.

Tl ST aTelt 33T TEg Y &) TS
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Rising spirit

A man holds a portrait of Abdullah Ocalan, founder of the Kurdistan Workers’ Party who is serving time in aTurkiye prison, during a Nowruz
celebration, which marks the New Year according to the Persian calendar and the first day of spring in Diyarbakir, Turkiye, on Friday. AFP

|GS Paper I: A&C |

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations))

1. Judge’s transfer is not related to ‘rumours’: SC
SISt T TGl 'HhaTel ¥ 53T 81 & A I

2. India, Malaysia plan counter-terrorism exercises for
2026

AR 3R AARAT F 2026 & AT TdRarE-UE 3r3=arT A
GYSTIT qITS
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3. Dhankhar reminds Rajya Sabha MPs of NJAC Bill
TS o YsTHAT el F NJAC g 6 a1 s

4. LS approves Demands for Grants of ¥50 lakh crore for
various Ministries

hHT o Affier FaTeral & fAT T50 oM@ FAT F earT
ATt Y Fo &

5. Do not publish NIRF ranking for 2025: HC to Education
Ministry
2025 FY TTHEIHRTE IFr ymfRAa oF w¢: 3= e o
fRvaTr T Y fAder feam

6. Navigating differences
RAfaarart & o ggaier #) geEr &

7. India’s marginalised Parliament in budgetary affairs
HRA A qo7C A # FHG 1 HfAa sgfaa

8. Charting a route for IORA under India’s chairship
TR T FEI&TAT H HTSIHHRT & AT ART AR FIAT
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Judge’s transfer is not related to ‘Tumours’ SC

SC says the proposal to transfer Justice Yashwant Varma was based on the Collegium's procedure; it adds the transfer proposal has been studied by the Collegium which
has sought feedback from consultee judges of the SC and Chief Justices of HCs; Delhi HC has initiated an internal inquiry into ‘incident, and findings will be reviewed by CJI

IGS Paper II: Judiciary

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
I issued a statement
on Friday that

“misinformation and ru-
mours” are being spread
with regard to an “inci-
dent” at the residence of
Delhi High Court judge,
Justice Yashwant Varma,
compelling the apex court
Collegium to transfer him
out.

The statement from the
Supreme Court came after
areport by The Times of In-
dia, followed by source-
based online media re-
ports, that a “huge pile of
cash” was recovered when
a fire broke out in the resi-
dential bungalow of the
judge.

The press note issued by
the Supreme Court, while
confirming the existence of

a proposal to transfer Jus-
tice Varma, stated categori-
cally that it was unconnect-
ed with an in-house
enquiry procedure into the
“incident”.

“The proposal for
transfer of Justice Yash-
want Varma, who is the se-
cond seniormost judge in
the Delhi High Court and a
member of the Collegium
to his parent High Court,
i.e., the High Court of Judi-
cature at Allahabad, where
he will be ninth in seniori-
ty, is independent and sep-
arate from the in-house en-
quiry  procedure,” it
informed.

The apex court note
said the transfer proposal
has been examined by the
Supreme Court Collegium.
The Collegium has further
asked for feedback on the
proposal from consultee
judges of the Supreme

Judicial path

Abrief look at the career of
Justice Yashwant Varma, born on
January 6, 1969 in Allahabad

1992: Enrolled as an advocate

October 13, February 1,

2014 2016

Appointed Took cath as

Additional Permanent October 11, 2021
Judge, Allahabad | Judge, Allshabad | Appointed Judge, Delhi
High Court High Court High Court

Court, the Chief Justices of
the High Courts concerned
and also from Justice Var-
ma. “Responses received
will be examined and, the-
reupon, the Collegium will
pass a resolution,” the
statement said.

In-house enquiry
On the “incident”, the top
court said the Chief Justice

of the Delhi High Court,
Justice D.K. Upadhyaya, on
receiving information, had
commenced an in-house
enquiry collecting details
and evidence. The High
Court Chief Justice had be-
gun the enquiry even prior
to a Supreme Court Colle-
gium meeting on March
20. The enquiry report
would be submitted to

Is Allahabad HC
a trash bin, asks
bar association

NEW DELHI

Responding to the “proposed
repatriation” of Justice
Yashwant Varma to the
Allahabad High Court, the Bar
Association of the court has
asked if the High Court was “a
trash bin”. » PAGE 4

Chief Justice of India Sanjiv
Khanna on March 21. The
Delhi High Court Chief Jus-
tice’s report would be “ex-
amined and processed for
further and necessary ac-
tion”, the press note said.

The nature of the enqui-
ry and report are confiden-
tial to protect the indivi-
dual integrity of the judge
concerned.

Judge’s transfer is not related to ‘rumours’:

STt T ddTGell 'IhaTel & ST oTel o2 A IS

The press note referred
to the Supreme Court judg-
ment in Additional District
and Sessions Judge ‘X’ ver-
sus Registrar General, High
Court of Madhya Pradesh of
2015.

Stages of probe

The judgment elucidates
the stages of the in-house
enquiry procedure, which
is meant to “ensure exclu-
sion of favouritism, prejud-
ice or bias”.

The in-house enquiry
procedure against sitting
High Court judges is com-
partmentalised into two
stages.

The first stage involves
the prima facie ascertain-
ment by the Chief Justice of
the High Court concerned,
in this case the Delhi High
Court Chief Justice, of the
veracity of the allegations
and whether a deeper

SC

probe was called for. This
would be done on the basis
of a logical assessment
made on a consideration of
the response of the judge
concerned.

The second stage of the
procedure is monitored by
the Chief Justice of India
and is kicked off if he en-
dorses the High Court
Chief Justice’s report re-
commending a deeper
probe. In such a situation,
the CJI would constitute a
three-member committee
of two Chief Justices of
High Courts and a judge of
a High Court. The commit-
tee can devise its own pro-
cedure of investigation,
provided it follows the
principle of natural justice.
The judge in question
would have a fair oppor-
tunity to repudiate the alle-
gations levelled against
him.

The Supreme Court issued a statement on Friday, saying that
“misinformation and rumours” are being spread regarding an
“incident” at the residence of Delhi High Court judge, Justice
Yashwant Varma, compelling the apex court Collegium to transfer

him.

I FIE 7 YHAR F U q3q7T SARY TR, TSrwad wer o & R ar§ #1E
& STl ~AIAfd TAad T & ATTH W §E HEAT Y AR I g AR
Hhare” hard J1 W) &, TR afea AT FraAfTH Y 3AST daedT

e & fore Aty gl s

e The statement from the Supreme Court followed a report by The Times of India, and
later source-based online media reports, stating that a “huge pile of cash” was
recovered after a fire broke out at the judge’s residential bungalow.

g AT ST IATE 3391 i NI 31T a1 7 ARi-3renRa siteramgsr Afzar Radw & ar¢
3, TS gt 17 6 =ararefier & rary d3re 7 3T d9A & 91¢ " FE AT F AR
THS g3
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e The press note issued by the Supreme Court confirmed that there is a proposal to
transfer Justice Varma but stated that it is unconnected with the in-house enquiry
procedure regarding the “incident”.

AT FIE GFRT SR 97 Al H Ig Give 61 9715 fo Faraepfet T/t F FAERor F7 919 g,
AfeheT Tg "HEAT' W FaTOT AR ST IfHar & IHaAaT g
e The Collegium’s proposal states that Justice Yashwant Varma, the second

seniormost judge of the Delhi High Court, is to be transferred to his parent High
Court, i.e., the Allahabad High Court, where he will be ninth in seniority.

FIATNIH & TEATa H gl 7T & [ Reelt 318 FIE & quy wad afitss waramefier, F=araefet
TG AT, FT 375 HA §18 FIE, ATeH! FATGIAG 815 FIE H TAATARE [T ST, STaT I§
afitsaar & =it T W g

e The Supreme Court stated that the transfer proposal has been examined by the

Collegium. It has also sought feedback from consultee judges of the Supreme
Court, Chief Justices of the concerned High Courts, and Justice Varma himself.

FNA FIE A FgT & TATATAOT YEATT 1 HIATHAIH SART ST AT & | S8 A FIE F
wrreft Famareel, FEft 3T FamaTert F e Famrde, 3N Sl v T
Prsds AR

e Theresponses received will be examined, and based on them, the Collegium will
pass aresolution.

gred SfafRarat Hr st Y STeel, 31 39 3TUR W Sl ToraH T TEdTd qTid 91|

e The Delhi High Court has initiated an internal inquiry into the “incident”, and its
findings will be reviewed by the Chief Justice of India (CJI).

el 818 FE 7 " wear i A s e T 8, 3N sah Ruk e & qea
wararefier (CJ1) gaRT FHET it sresft|

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

In-house enquiry
3rafle s

e On the “incident”, the top court said that the Chief Justice of the Delhi High Court,
Justice D.K. Upadhyaya, on receiving information, had commenced an in-house
enquiry, collecting details and evidence.

"gEAT" W, Fated AT & gl foh el 3Ta =ararera & feg sarmher, =maefd
3.3, ST, T STAHN el & T, Segiat AR S & Y, o fazor 3k @

T fhT 7|

e The High Court Chief Justice had begun the enquiry even before a Supreme Court
Collegium meeting on March 20.

3T ST & 7T ~Arier o 20 AR Y G FIE Fraforas A do& & gga & i
YEFT A Y|
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e The enquiry report would be submitted to Chief Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna on
March 21.

sirar RAIE 21 AT Y 4R & HET ~AraAreier g @eer 1 Wi e

o The Delhi High Court Chief Justice’s report would be examined and processed for
further and necessary action, the press note said.

feelt 35 FamaTe & Aew Fararther i R Hr Jier A seeft i 3mer i sraas
FETE F forw gEferd fRam stTeen, 99 A J Sgr )

e The nature of the enquiry and report is confidential to protect the individual
integrity of the judge concerned.

st 3R R $r wpfear awetiar @ arfes waftra s=amareter i safaaera aiftar i am i
&

e The press note referred to the Supreme Court judgment in Additional District and
Sessions Judge ‘X’ versus Registrar General, High Court of Madhya Pradesh
(2015).

W AT A Gl FE F 2015 F Swer " sfaRera Srem i a7 samamdier ' x gomr W)
S, AET Y9T 3o ~AATad" T T3 feam|

Pa la

a
www.patrioticias.in

Stages of probe
ST & 9T

e Thejudgment elucidates the stages of the in-house enquiry procedure, which is
meant to ensure exclusion of favouritism, prejudice, or bias.

Tarer 3 JTaRe ST TRERAT % TN it Fse BT 1T §, foae 358 qatare, qate ar
AEHTT FT GATH AT ¢ |

¢ Thein-house enquiry procedure against sitting High Court judges is
compartmentalised into two stages.

%gﬁm#mﬁﬂaﬁﬁﬁwmaﬁuﬁmﬂmﬁﬁmﬁmmﬁ
gl

o First stage: It involves prima facie ascertainment by the Chief Justice of the
High Court concerned, in this case, the Delhi High Court Chief Justice,
regarding the veracity of the allegations and whether a deeper probe is
required.

YE T TXOT: SHHA WA 3e0 716 F AET AT, 36 A 7 e 390
AT & HET FArATeiIer, SaNT R Y Fegar it IR s A S & 31
I I Tohar Srar & 1o argd) Strer Y 3raedshar § a1 g

o This is done based on a logical assessment after considering the response
of the judge concerned.

Ig Fatera warareer i gfafiar W TR w3 & a1g v arfde geaisd & 3uR
TR T ST & |

Page7

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

o Second stage: This is monitored by the Chief Justice of India (CJI) and
initiates only if he endorses the High Court Chief Justice’s report,
recommending a deeper probe.

U TOT: AT HRA & H{TT +ArTeier (CJ1) G@RT earredt 3 foram simem § 31K draer
a9 E BT § o1d I 307 e & AET w4t # R #t wfer #:3 § S
el ST Y AR Far

o Ifrequired, the CJI constitutes a three-member committee, consisting of two
Chief Justices of High Courts and one High Court judge.

i 39T &1, af CJI T-TENT AT &1 15T Fa &, Fad ar 3=«
ATATerdt & HET ST 3R vF 3T STy & S 8

o The committee can devise its own procedure for investigation, provided it
follows the principle of natural justice.

ARAT 3roelt T Y ST IFHAT a1 Fehell §, SR % J€ Wrepfas = & Rgwiat
T gTelet Y|
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The judge in question would have a fair opportunity to repudiate the
allegations leveled against him.

AT ~rameier 1 379ar AT 9 3RGY &) IR FI& &7 3™ 3983 &

SITEM |

India, Malaysia plan
counter-terrorism
exercises for 2026

GS Paper ll:
Thellndia-Malaysia

lies, exercises, meetings

NEW DELHI

At the 14th meeting of the
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) De-
fence Ministers’ Meeting-
Plus (ADMM-Plus) Experts’
Working Group on Coun-
ter-Terrorism (EWG on
CT), held in New Delhi, co-
chairs India and Malaysia
announced plans for a ta-
ble-top exercise in Malay-
sia in 2026 and a field train-
ing exercise in India in
2027. These exercises form
part of the 2024-2027 work
plan for the group.
“During the two-day
meeting, discussions were
held to focus on evolving a
robust and comprehensive
strategy to tackle the evolv-
ing threat of terrorism and
extremism. The meeting
was aimed to share the on-
ground experience of the
Defence Forces of ASEAN
countries and its dialogue
partners. The meeting laid
a foundation for the activi-

and workshops planned
for the current cycle,” the
Defence Ministry said.

Two days earlier, the Eu-
ropean Union (EU) hosted
a technical workshop in
New Delhi on preventing
and countering violent ex-
tremism, held on the side-
lines of the Raisina Dia-
logue. Organised in
cooperation with the Em-
bassy of the Netherlands,
the workshop was inaugu-
rated by EU Ambassador to
India Hervé Delphin.

“By sharing expertise
we are strengthening our
collective ability to prevent
and counter violent extre-
mism while upholding de-
mocratic values and hu-
man rights,” said Maciej
Stadejek, Director for Se-
curity and Defence Policy
in the European External
Action Service.

India and the EU held
their first joint workshop
on online terrorist content
in 2022.

India, Malaysia plan counter-terrorism
exercises for 2026

R 3R AT 2026 & AT
HTdRare-Ue 3191 A AT IS

At the 14th meeting of the ASEAN Defence
Ministers’ Meeting-Plus (ADMM-Plus)
Experts’ Working Group on Counter-
Terrorism (EWG on CT), held in New Delhi,
India and Malaysia announced plans for a
table-top exercise in Malaysia in 2026 and a
field training exercise in India in 2027.

T8 et & I3mATora nfATeT Tam ARt i
5&-taH (ADMM-Plus) fws #1& w8
(EWG on CT) #r 144t da& &, s 3k
HARAT A 2026 H AATAAT & STA-S1T HFATH
31X 2027 H ART 7 Fres wiRveToT v
AT FIA Y AT T GO HY |

. These exercises form part of the 2024-2027 work
plan for the group.

Y 37FATH 2024—2027 FR JYSTAT T FEAT &1

. During the two-day meeting, discussions focused
on developing a robust and comprehensive strategy to

counter terrorism and extremism.

ar feadr 35 & e, Jrasrare AR ATy @ fages & fav v Aoy 3k s
orsifer e w e o3 o=t dr a5

e The meeting aimed to share on-ground experiences of the Defence Forces of
ASEAN countries and its dialogue partners.

oo T 3egeY AT et AR 37 Harg smfaRY At TaT Aenait & STl srepsra wwsm
T AT
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The discussions laid the foundation for upcoming activities, exercises, meetings,
and workshops planned for the current cycle.

T & 37 TF # AT 9 7€ afafaferat, srsamay, dowt sk FrRvemerst S
TR AT 1@

Two days earlier, the European Union (EU) hosted a technical workshop in New
Delhi on preventing and countering violent extremism, held on the sidelines of the
Raisina Dialogue.

al it wga, U |9 (EV) 7 7% e # v dae srbemen srfaa i, e
3227 e TGy Y Ahel 3 3/A Avea o1, 7z e dare & ghre smafea
e arar |

The workshop was organized in cooperation with the Embassy of the Netherlands
and was inaugurated by EU Ambassador to India, Hervé Delphin.

SH FIARATAT T AT HleIols & GATary & WAwT F fFam aram o7 31K 58 R 7 A
Y & ToIqy, 8 3w o 3gEme |
Maciej Stadejek, Director for Security and Defence Policy in the European External

Action Service, emphasized that sharing expertise strengthens collective ability to
counter violent extremism while upholding democratic values and human rights.

ATATS TI2AF, Sl AT ATET FRAT$ Aar 7 graw 3R e i e &, 7 wer i
freryerar e w1 @ s @6y & Aues $ anifes arwar A9y et g, T
AvraityE eat 3N AreTaTTFRY £ T g ¥

India and the EU held their first joint workshop on online terrorist content in 2022.
R 3R AT Fa & 2022 F HieTerge Arcsharel FHA 9T I Tgell HYF HIAATAT
mafara & ot

Raisina Dialogue

TIHT HaTg

The Raisina Dialogue is India's premier annual conference on geopolitics and
geo-economics, held in New Delhi since 2016.

THNAT WaTE R T Y AT TFAT & S o-Trareifer 3 of-3rdfemes W Hiod

gIaT § 3R 2016 & A el 7 3o fhar ST wT B

It is jointly organized by the Observer Research Foundation (ORF) and the Ministry
of External Affairs.

35U 3ifesray RA B33 (ORF) 3N fager FATera carT Hgerd &9 & mafare feha
ST g
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e The dialogue brings together global leaders, policymakers, academics, and
business executives to discuss pressing international issues.

Ig HaTe, dfas Aar, Aifa AaTar, Reanfag i g iftad 1 ve 77 91 arar
g Tfeh & AgcaqoT HARTSET FEE! I =l T Heh|

Origins and Structure

ot 3 g

e Established in 2016, the Raisina Dialogue was conceived to address the most
challenging global issues.

2016 # TR, TTHAT HaTG 1 gfAT & T Fetelqor Feat o =i e & fow

SATIT 37T AT|

e Itis a multi-stakeholder, cross-sectoral discussion, involving heads of state,
cabinet ministers, local government officials, and thought leaders from the private
sector, media, and academia.

srftrardl 3ik st &, Az stk Rranfaeh & vogw faare anfder g 8

e The dialogue is modeled after global conferences like Singapore’s Shangri-La
Dialogue and the Munich Security Conference.

Ig Hare AT & Ao e iR FYfae gRat gFAee s dfRash qeae &
TR O SA1T 31 5

Themes and Evolution

faw 3tk R
e Each year, the dialogue focuses on a specific theme reflecting current global
dynamics.

g ¥, Harg e faflrse vy 93 Ffga gar ¢ 5 dRas aReg #rgefarg|
e 2024 Theme: "Chaturanga: Conflict, Contest, Cooperate, Create"
2024 1 fawr: " aqier: @, wfavwet, geathr, v

e 2025 Theme: "Kalachakra" (Wheel of Time), symbolizing global political cycles
and change

2025 T QYT "FIaasd” (AT F1 9%), o ARTF Terefas g% 3k aRade 1 gafar
gl
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Raisina Dialogue 2025 Highlights
YT HaTg 2025 F A& fAdwam

e The 2025 edition was held from March 17-19.
2025 HEHIUT 17-19 AT ST 3T g3

« Chief Guest: New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon.
e Ffafd: wggidds & guress e awas|

o Key Participants: Foreign ministers from 18 nations, senior executives from
major multinational businesses, and foreign policy experts.

7Ey yfasmef: 18 e & fader #3ft, wog@ sgursdry Fufaai & afiss arfarerd sk Rger
CUCRERLE T

e Special Meetings: Directors of intelligence agencies from the Five Eyes Alliance
convened on the sidelines.

ey 3o wr5a IS varaw At gReAT TR & el A dow A

Significance for India's Foreign Policy

R #T fager Aifa & fav Agea
e Balancing Global Power Dynamics: Managing ties with the U.S., Russia, China,
and the EU.

R afera dqerer. IAReT, T, e 3R AT Fwr & ary day gEe

e Enhancing Regional Leadership: Strengthening South Asia and Indo-Pacific
relations.
AT AT I AT HA: gfavor v 3 Rg-wera weut @ w2 g

e Positioning as a Global Mediator: Engaging in issues like Ukraine conflict, Indo-
Pacific strategies, and trade disputes.

dfRTs AeTEy & w7 A A Ther wuy, - WA, 3 samr et o
TN |

e Expanding Influence in the Global South: Focusing on economic and strategic
engagement.

Tled WI3Y A YHTT Tor=T: e 31k woreifas smeiigrl 9X eareT hfgd aie|

Observer Research Foundation (ORF)

JTeata¥ RAT B33 (ORF)

e Established in 1990, the ORF is an independent, nonpartisan think tank.
1990 # ¥1fAd, ORF U& Faad 3 IR-varurelt A+ &= ¢

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page]. 2



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

It conducts policy research on climate, energy, cyber issues, media, economic
development, and national security.

Ig oAy, FaiT, AIgaR H{eg, FAfan, anfdw e 3 wedrr geam o N e
HIAT &

ORF collaborates closely with the Ministry of External Affairs to organize the
Raisina Dialogue.

ORF, fager A1 & 1 fATT TIHT AT 7 3TATeTeT T &

Shangri-La Dialogue
QTTN-|IT HaTg

The Shangri-La Dialogue is Asia’s premier defense and security summit,
attended by defense ministers, permanent heads of ministries, and military
chiefs from 28 Asia-Pacific countries.

RITrY-oIT WalTg THRIAT o1 qerteT Ta7T 3R gRaw ey woae &, et 28 vii-gerra gat
& Y& A, FATeET & TRl 9w 3R Ao wgE o A 2

Organized by the International Institute for Strategic Studies (lISS), it has been
held annually in Singapore since 2002.

FH AU FFITIE PR Feefoe ¥ (11SS) garT 3mafara R amar § 31 2002
¥ gfaad fRiemgR F smafora R Srar 2
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Civil society groups
call on govt. to not
water down RTI Act

[GS Paper II: RTI Act |

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

Over 30 civil society organ-
isations are urging the Un-
ion government to avoid
gutting the Right to Infor-
mation Act, 2005, the Na-
tional Council for People’s
Right to Information
(NCPRI) announced on Fri-
day. An amendment to the
RTI Act passed in 2023 —
which has not yet come in-
to effect — would drastical-
ly limit the amount of in-
formation that government
agencies would be re-
quired to share, activists
said, upping pressure on
the government to keep
the law intact.

The issue is around Sec-
tion 8(1)(j) of the RTI Act,
which allows government
agencies to refuse applica-
tions for information if
they relate to an indivi-
dual’s personal informa-
tion. “Studies show that
this exemption is among
the most common grounds
to refuse information”,
Nikhil Dey, an NCPRI co-
convenor, said at a press

The exemption on
providing personal
information is on
track to become a
blanket prohibition

conference on Friday.

However, the section
has a proviso, which allows
for personal information to
be disclosed if there is pu-
blic interest in doing so. In
2023, the Union govern-
ment, in spite of protests,
removed the proviso
through an Act of Parlia-
ment. This was done
through the last section of
the Digital Personal Data
Protection Act, 2023.

Since the subordinate
legislation for kicking in
the DPDP Act has not yet
been notified, the amend-
ment has not kicked in.
The draft DPDP Rules,
2025, should not notify this
amendment, and Parlia-
ment should pass a law un-
doing the amendment
from the Act as well, said
Anjali Bhardwaj, co-conve-
nor of the NCPRI.
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Civil society groups call on govt. to
not water down RTI Act

AR FHATS FHE! A THR &
HE3TE FAAIH F FAGAR F &
&Y 3rclter

Over 30 civil society organisations are
urging the Union government to avoid
gutting the Right to Information (RTI) Act,
2005, the National Council for People’s
Right to Information (NCPRI) announced
on Friday.

30 & AT AIRF FHTS Wroa F Fg
TIHR ¥ 2005 & FHAT T RN (RTI)
fAfATH A FAAR o FIA F7 3w Fam,
ISERT STl Y AT 7 AAFR aRwg
(NCPRI) o [haR I Ig BN A
o An amendment to the RTI Act, passed in 2023,
which has not yet come into effect, would drastically

limit the amount of information government
agencies must share, activists said.

2023 & I 3RE3S rfAfaas & gy, 5 arsf &
ST TET §3T §, TR Toi 3T aRT AT Y STl et
TSR Y AT A MR T F HfAT FT 9, FRIGAN
o g

e Theissue is around Section 8(1)(j) of the RTI Act, which allows government agencies
to refuse applications for personal information.

Ig Heal HRATS srfafas F arr 8(1)() & ST 8, S AEH vt Fr safFaera
FAHRT A T 3T FY FEAFR FIF T ATATT e &1

e Nikhil Dey, an NCPRI co-convenor, said at a press conference on Friday that studies
show this exemption is one of the most common grounds for denying information.
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TAHINITS F Heg-TAo BT 3 YFaR Y vF W Fiethd F Fgl o 3reazr=ii @
T TeldT § o I8 §e IFRY 3FdIFR F & a8 HH FRON A § TF ¢

e However, the section has a proviso, which allows personal information to be
disclosed if there is public interest.

gTelifeh, SH URT & T T §, ST SeTfeet 81 TN SATFIared STl & Zeardt i g fer
gaT gl

e In 2023, despite protests, the Union government removed this proviso through an
Act of Parliament as part of the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 (DPDP
Act).

2023 #, [0y & F1a9[g, Fg TER o $H AU ) G0 FTAATA & ATeqH & ger &,
S 7 RfSed safFdera ser waor fAwe, 2023 (DPDP affawe) =1 fgwar 2

¢ Since the subordinate legislation for enforcing the DPDP Act has not yet been
notified, the amendment has not yet taken effect.

df% DPDP sfarfaas &t oy #3a & forw srfRfaafaa sfafage sreh o= sfgRa ad

o ara €, ST St areft G weme 7t gam ¢
e The draft DPDP Rules, 2025, should not notify this amendment, and Parliament

should pass a law undoing the amendment, said Anjali Bhardwaj, co-convenor of
NCPRI.

TAHIIIHRIATE ) Tg-HAoTS 3o HREATS o el o 2025 F #A¥Hlar DPDP fa#t 7 g0
weereT &t ArftrgfRa et frar Srer TifRw, ik wwe Y v Fege aia FX 3w weue w
{Eg F1 TIfev |
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Dhankhar reminds Rajya
Sabha MPs of NJAC Bill

After Opposition raises issue regarding a Delhi HC judge, Chairman says the law dealt with the
malaise severely; he adds that he will hold talks to find a mechanism for a structured discussion

GS Paper II:
mWudiciary

NEW DELHI

efore the Supreme
B Court clarified on
Friday that the pro-

posed transfer of a Delhi
High Court judge was not
related to a fire incident at
his official residence, Op-
position members in the
Rajya Sabha raised the is-
sue on the floor of the
House.

Congress chief whip Jai-
ram Ramesh referred to a
news report that claimed
that fire brigade personnel
had allegedly recovered
“huge cash” from the offi-
cial residence of the judge
during the fire fighting
operation.

Without naming the
judge, Rajya Sabha Chair-
man Jagdeep Dhankhar
said if the “malaise” had
been dealt with, perhaps
the country would not
have countenanced such
kind of issues.

He referred to the Na-
tional Judicial Appoint-
ments Commission Bill
and said the historic legis-
lation “endorsed by this
Parliament with unprece-
dented consensual sup-
port unknown to parlia-
mentary history of this
country dealt with the ma-
laise very severely”.

“What bothers me is
that the incident happened
and did not immediately
surface,” he added.

The Supreme Court
struck down the NJAC Act
in 2015.

Earlier, Mr. Ramesh, cit-
ing Mr. Dhankhar’s stand
on judicial accountability,
sought his statement on
the issue. He also remind-
ed the Chairman that 50

Address :
Email Id :

p’ AT

MPs had submitted a not-
ice for removing a judge of
the Allahabad High Court
for making unacceptable
remarks.

55 members

Mr. Dhankhar, responding
to Mr. Ramesh on the not-
ice by MPs, said he was
seized of a representation
by 55 members of the
House and had taken all
necessary steps to get their
verification.

“First mail was sent to
all of them and the good
thing is most of the mem-
bers have responded posi-
tively, helping me perform
my duty. Some members
are yet to do. A mail reiter-
ating the same has been
sent to them. I have taken
all procedural steps but I
must share with you one
concern that is engaging
my attention. Of the 55
members who signed the
representation, a mem-
ber’s signature appears on

n Rijiju, Arjun Ram Meghwal, Congress MPs
Jairam Ramesh and Pramod Tiwari, at Parliament House in New Delhi on Friday. ANI

two occasions and the
member concerned has
denied his signature. Now I
do not wish to get into this
act which may graduate to
culpability to a higher le-
vel. If the number is above
50, I will proceed accord-
ingly. Therefore, most of
the members have cooper-
ated. Those members who
have not done so far, may
please do it in response to
the second mail sent to
them. Then the process
will not be delayed at my
level even for a moment,”
he said.

On the issue of the Delhi
High Court judge, Mr.
Dhankhar said he had
pleaded with the Leader of
the House, J.P. Nadda, that
the House needed to know
the status of the collective
exercise of Parliament on
judicial accountability.

“You all will recollect if
the mechanism which was
passed by this House with
near unanimity, with no

dissension, only one ab-
stention in Rajya Sabha, all
political parties converg-
ing, going in for the initia-
tive of the government. I
wish to find out the status
of that which emanated
from Indian Parliament,
made sacrosanct by endor-
sement of 16 State Assem-
blies in the country and
signed by the Hon’ble Pre-
sident under Article 111 of
the Constitution,” he said.

“If it happens with a pol-
itician, he becomes a tar-
get, abureaucrat, an indus-
trialist immediately and
therefore systemic res-
ponse which is transpa-
rent, accountable, effec-
tive, [ am sure will be on
the way. I will get in touch
with Leader of the House,
Leader of the Opposition
and find a mechanism for a
structured discussion dur-
ing course of the session
subject to their agreement.
I will discuss this with
them,” he added.

Dhankhar reminds
Rajya Sabha MPs of
NJAC Bill

HTES o ASTHAT
qiger & NJAC T

& I1g, fgars

Before the Supreme
Court clarified on Friday
that the proposed
transfer of a Delhi High
Court judge was not
related to a fire incident
at his official residence,
Opposition members in
the Rajya Sabha raised
the issue in the House.

FHHA HIC EART YFHaAR HI
g TISE F F Uga &
et g8 1 F v ST FT
YEdTad TYETROT 3%
anfaeIRe rare a3 JreT
&Y gedT § Fafad A1 T,
TSt & Ruef geeat &
3 Heg Sl 3o

Congress chief whip Jairam Ramesh referred to a news report stating that fire
brigade personnel allegedly recovered "huge cash" from the official residence of
the judge during the fire-fighting operation.

FIAE F HET TIAF FTITH THY 7 TF FATIR RAE HT §aT0N & §T g7 foh HfFerersat
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AT A AFE SHG |

Without naming the judge, Rajya Sabha Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar said that if the
"malaise" had been dealt with, perhaps the country would not have faced such
issues.

STST T AT T T, TSTWHT & THITA ST 4@ o el foh ITS " TATIAT" Y TET
TOF A FATT 747 @A, T ATIS A FY W ARG HT AATIT3T FT HIHAT T HIAT 93T

He referred to the National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC) Bill and said
that the historic legislation was endorsed by Parliament with unprecedented
consensual support, addressing the issue severely.

3egiel e =1 fagfara 3manr (NJAC) fadars =1 foish foham 31K et foh o
UHATTIAF FTefeT A SART A AT Foder & qry qrier o aram 4, i 5@
HATIT ¥ FORGT & forger arar 47|

The Supreme Court struck down the NJAC Act in 2015.

FAAT FIE A 2015 #F NIAC Frfarfaaer i favea #< fear am|

Jairam Ramesh cited Dhankhar’s stand on judicial accountability and requested a
statement on the issue.

STEH T F YW & ~AAF TAGEE! T I T §alell o U FH Age IR 41 &l FHT
31T |

He also reminded the Chairman that 50 MPs had submitted a notice for removing a
judge of the Allahabad High Court for making unacceptable remarks.

3aial I8 ot I1e o o6 50 WHET o SATETEIG 8T€ FIE F U STl I gelt & fav AfeH
fear a1, [Segiar i feoaforar $r o)

55 Members and Verification Process
55 HTHE 3 a9 gfshar

Dhankhar, responding to Ramesh, said he was reviewing a representation by 55
members and had taken all necessary steps for verification.

UTES, TAY Y AT & §U el foh a5 55 FHGT ZaRT T T HTdG T THIET T
¥ 3R e & v waft smaeas FaA o1 I F

A first mail was sent to all MPs, and most of them responded positively, but some
MPs are yet to respond. A reminder mail has been sent.

ggeT A el wiwal Ft dam o, 3R srftrwrer wiwel F wEReAS afafFa &, o 7o
qrger o 3rsft g Srare wE fAT| v RS At oft A AT B

One MP’s signature appeared twice, and the MP denied signing twice, which could
lead to serious consequences.

T HAE & §EATAR T IR 9TT 7T, 31T 3o5iet &Y IR FEATEN FXl & AR X e, forad
3T afome & a&a
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If the number of valid sighatures remains above 50, the process will move forward
without any delay from Dhankhar’s side.

Ife AT gEATaRY Y TEAT 50 ¥ 3’fAF W@l &, O @ A 30T F = frdf 38 & afear
T Ft|

On the issue of the Delhi High Court judge
ReN g FE F I F AGE W

Mr. Dhankhar said he had pleaded with the Leader of the House, J.P. Nadda, that
the House needed to know the status of Parliament’s collective exercise on judicial
accountability.

Y e 7 FgT & 3eeie) et & Aar . Y. JA33T F 3F 1 F FHE garr FwRE
FaTaeer T fRT T angfed v At Uy & an 7 wee Ft SeErt g aifev

He reminded the House that the mechanism was passed with near unanimity, with
no dissension and only one abstention in Rajya Sabha, with all political parties
supporting the government’s initiative.

3ogleY TesT o TTE, ol foh 5 aF Y 9739 WauFATa & IR T aram a1, F1E
AT 81 A, 3R =AW & Hhgel U IHG o AT A Gt haT o7, T17 &7 Feft
TS gl F AIHK Y Igol FT AT fFaT 47|

He sought to find out the status of the initiative endorsed by 16 State Assemblies
and signed by the Hon’ble President under Article 111 of the Constitution.

3egie) 50 Uge 1 U St Y 3ToT cywra A, T A2 Y 16 T Remaasmat gar
Fader e ar, 3R AT & Hedd 111 & d8d AT Tseufa ganT sregatfed frar

T 41|

Dhankhar pointed out that if a politician, bureaucrat, or industrialist was in such a
situation, they would immediately become a target.

U@ N FET o6 AR FE Terarer, Aleng ar seghrafa df Rufy 3 g, & a8 e

fAremst 9¥ 31 ST

He emphasized the need for a systemic response that is transparent, accountable,
and effective.

3egie Ush WAfed fafshar &1 3maeaerar o SR e, St areeft, sraraeg 3 warmd &1

He assured that he would consult the Leader of the House and the Leader of the
Opposition to find a mechanism for a structured discussion during the session,
subject to their agreement.

3ogiel 3T2aTHeT [T foh ag et & Aar 31T f9er & Jar @ wwreel &3 arfe g9 & R
TF Ffed TaT & AT a9 R fFar i1 9, S 3 GgHd 8l
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o Dhankhar stated that he would discuss the matter with them to ensure that the issue
is addressed appropriately.

WS o e [ 96 36 HGa W 37 AT TaT FY31 dAlich Tg FiATe fohar ST T o 380
X 3fad SRarg T S|
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LS approves Demands for Grants of
350 lakh crore for various Ministries

|GS Paper II: Polity |
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Lok Sabha on Friday
passed the Demands for
Grants for various Minis-
tries for 2025-26, approv-
ing expenditure of more

of them were martyred.
Till today, not a single fami-
ly of those farmers has re-
ceived compensation,” he
said.

Drawing a parallel bet-
ween colonial rule and the
treatment of farmers, Con-

than ¥50 lakh crore. gress MP Jai Prakash said
The House passed the the government using

Demands for Grants by ap- force to suppress protests

plying the guillotine, was unacceptable.

which means the funds for Dravida Munnetra Kaz-

the Ministries it [guillotine] hagam (DMK) MP T.M. Sel-

is applied on are consi-
dered approved without a
discussion.

The Lower House also
passed the Appropriation
Bill (3), 2025, moved by Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman.

‘Fully committed’
Earlier in the day, the Lok
Sabha debated the De-
mands for Grants of the Mi-
nistry of Agriculture and
Farmers’ Welfare for about
four hours. Replying to the
debate, Agriculture Minis-
ter Shivraj Singh Chouhan
said the Narendra Modi go-
vernment had spent ¥22.38
lakh crore on procurement
of farm produce at mini-
mum support price (MSP)
and the procurement for-
mula ensured that farmers
earned 50% profits over
their cost of production.
Asserting that a 5%
growth in agriculture was a
“miraculous achieve-
ment”, Mr. Chouhan said,
“Our government is fully
committed to farmers’ wel-
fare... The BJP’s vision is to
serve farmers and we con-

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh,
Home Minister Amit Shah, and others in the Lok Sabha during the
Budget Session on Friday. ANI

government’s position on
slashing import duties on
grains.

“America’s  President
has openly stated they
would impose reciprocal
taxes and that India agreed
to lower import duties on
grains. If that is the case,
what will happen to our
country’s agricultural pro-
duce?” Mr Channi asked.

‘Betraying the farmers’
The Congress MP also de-
plored the police action on
farmers on the Punjab bor-
der and accused the BJP of
betraying the farmers by
failing to fulfil its promise
on MSP and suppressing
the ongoing farmers’
agitation.

“The government asked
the protesting farmer lead-
ers to withdraw their hun-

the farmers are called for
talks but then forcibly re-
moved at night?” Mr. Chan-
ni asked, referring to the
action by the Punjab
Police.

Hitting back, Mr. Chou-
han asked, “Have we been
friends with Aam Admi
Party? You were walking
arm-in-arm till the Lok
Sabha election. You were
together and you are ac-
cusing us”.

Samajwadi Party MP
Dharmendra Yadav also
condemned the govern-
ment’s handling of the
protests, citing distress
among farmers under the
BJP-led government. “In
the past 10 years, over a
lakh farmers have commit-
ted suicide. Three farm
laws were introduced and,
despite the Opposition la-

vaganapathi said, “Even
U.S. President Donald
Trump has said India
agreed to the U.S. condi-
tions. Mexico, China and
even European countries
are resisting but we have
become spineless. This will
be a death knell for our
farmers”.

He also said the Centre
was seeking to reverse In-
dia’s long-standing policy
of reducing dependence
on the U.S. wheat imports.
“Thanks to the Green Re-
volution led by our fore-
fathers, especially M.S.
Swaminathan and Dr. C.
Subramaniam, India over-
came its dependence on
PL-480 wheat imports
from the US. But now, the
government is reversing
that trend,” he charged.

NCP (Sharadchandra Pa-
war) MP Amol Ramsing
Kolhe pointed to the dis-
parity between the U.S.
and the Indian farmers,
particularly in soyabean
production. “After the
change of power in the
U.S., they are demanding
that India open its agricul-

sider it akin to worshipping  ger strike, promising nego-  belling them as ‘black ture market. This poses a
God”. tiations. But while they laws’, the government re- major crisis for our farm-
Former Punjab ChiefMi-  held meetings, the police  fused to listen. Farmers en-  ers but the government has

nister and Congress MP,
Charanjit Singh Channi al-
so raised concern over the

were being prepared to dis-
mantle the agitation. How
can there be trust when

dured extreme weather
and staged month-long
protests, during which 750

not given any clarity on
this matter,” Mr. Kolhe
said.
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various Ministries

e A faffe Fameral & AT T50 o FA3 F HeqarT AR H
Hordl at

The Lok Sabha on Friday passed the Demands for Grants for various
Ministries for 2025-26, approving an expenditure of more than ¥50
lakh crore.

ATRHST & YHAR T 2025-26 F fAT ATt Farera) At 3regerer A Hr
uier e, foraet 350 @ #1038 @ 30w & 37 1 Al &Y 718

e The Demands for Grants were passed using the guillotine, meaning that funds for
these Ministries were considered approved without discussion.

3reyeTer AT frafeer wfthar & aAreas & arika i a1, Torgeht 7Y § o ga7 wAmerat & faw
ey fora frelt =t & wligpa Al 78

e The Lower House also passed the Appropriation Bill (3), 2025, moved by Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman.

forera et o faw w1l Ao farR#AvT CarT Tedd 3R et fadas (3), 2025 I 8t
IR & |

‘Fully committed’ to Farmers’ Welfare

faraml & Feamor & faT 'qof &7 @ gfdeqyr

e The Lok Sabha debated the Demands for Grants of the Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers’ Welfare for about four hours.

hEST H F IR AT FeAT0T HATST A IHerer A9 I SIS IR U dF 69 g
e Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan stated that the Narendra Modi

government had spent ¥22.38 lakh crore on farm produce procurement at
Minimum Support Price (MSP).

F¥ 7t Rrawrer R dlerr 2 a1 & g A WER F o707 Fada 7o (MSP) |
F 3T 1 @ I T22.38 9@ FU3 @ fHv)

e He asserted that 5% growth in agriculture was a "miraculous achievement" and that
the BJP considers serving farmers akin to worshipping God.

3egiet 5% FTA gEftr T " ey Iyafey Taram 3R gt foh A fHwr=t i dar Hr
$T3TaTeT Y GIT & FHTT ATl § |

Concerns over Import Duties and Farmer Protests

ITAT Yo AR frarer faer o ffare

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page2 1

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

a
www.patrioticias.in

Pa

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

la

Congress MP Charanjit Singh Channi raised concerns over the government's
position on slashing import duties on grains, questioning the impact on India’s
agricultural produce.

FIIH HHE TSN FHE Fowit o ATl I HTATT Yooh F FIaA b FIFRY aAlfer o i
SIS AR Yo7 foh S8 R Y FY 39T W F4T TG I3917|

He criticized the police action on farmers at the Punjab border, accusing the BJP of
betraying farmers by failing to fulfill its promise on MSP.

3egiel gorra HAT I et ox gfae Fiars B areles @ A dferd) o framat & e
A 3R MSP 9% T 1T a7 U 7 & T ITRIY ST |

Samajwadi Party MP Dharmendra Yadav condemned the government’s handling of
farmer protests, stating that over one lakh farmers committed suicide in the past 10
years.

HATSAE) 9t HiAE 9E T1ed oF IR & [FATT ey & Ifa $@ 6 e 61, 311 a7
o e 10 aut F v a1 & i+ At o 3rcAgar

He reminded that 750 farmers were martyred during the year-long farm law protests,
yet not a single family received compensation.

3egiet el b ATel 81T Tel P Frefet AT & 750 R Aehe g, <ifehet 3mor s Ry oft
forare & aftar # Asmas ¢t R =)

Congress MP Jai Prakash compared the government's use of force on farmers to
colonial rule, calling it unacceptable.

AT G ST THI o THR GART FFATaAl I et g2l ohr Jorenr ittt arwer & &
3R 38 IFAFR g

Concerns over US Influence on Indian Agriculture

AT F 9T 3rANEY werma &1 a7 Rar

DMK MP T.M. Selvaganapathi claimed that even Mexico, China, and European
nations resisted US agricultural demands, but India complied.

SreAS |iwg E.H. Yeqarorafar o gl o AfFwa, @i 3iv qudr Ger AR R
&1 Fa0Y FT W@ 8, AfeheT 3R W 33 7 a1
He alleged that the government was reversing India’s policy of reducing

dependence on US wheat imports, which was achieved through the Green
Revolution.

egiet TR ST o TR AR F A F A1 W fAsiar w31 w1 A A 1 397€

W e, o & e wifa & Aregsw @ grfder BT T am)

NCP (Sharad Pawar) MP Amol Ramsing Kolhe pointed out the disparity between US
and Indian farmers, particularly in soybean production.

TAHY (ARG TR I[C) F HiWG HATe THARAT Fleg o JANAY AR oA et & dier
HHATAAT T 3R FAT, Y &7 & AT 3cqresT #|
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o He stated that after the change of power in the US, they were demanding that India
open its agriculture market, posing a major crisis for Indian farmers.

3ogiol gl b AR & T IRTS & 918, I AR I HR TR Geror Y AT F W &,
o ad AT frameT & AT 3R Hae deT & wear B

Closure Motion in Parliamentary Proceedings

AT FAARE A Follo AT

e A Closure Motion is a procedural device used in parliamentary systems to curtail
debate on a particular matter, allowing the assembly to proceed directly to a vote.

"FATSIR AT Th FHGT YUITST 3 STHRT ThIAT ATt ATl AishATcHS 3UaOT g, ST fhar
o oY 95w ! WIAT AT § 3R T 1 A AT & T 3mT g6t ¥ 3rgAfay aar
gl

e This mechanism ensures efficient use of legislative time and prevents undue delay
in decision-making.

Ig o faurdlt aa & g1t 39Aer B GARYT AT & 3R AT A F sreAravgys 0
T Aehell B

Key Features of Closure Motion
Follort AYereT Y 9@ fAyard
e Purpose: To expedite parliamentary business by ending prolonged debates.
3E2RT; el TG T HATC Hich HHGIT FAaTE H Al e |
e Initiation: Moved by a member of the house when they believe a topic has been
sufficiently discussed.

YR 579 W T HI§ HEGET AT ¢ Toh fonely fawey ¥ qaiieet ==l g1 el &, g 50

TE Y Hehc |
o Approval: Requires the consent of the majority of members present.

Ho{Y: 3UTEU HTAFHTr Fewal FT WgATT 3HTaT gl g

Types of Closure Motions

Fellol AT & THR
e Simple Closure
HTROT FATS

o Definition: A motion stating that the matter "having been sufficiently
discussed be now put to vote."

TREITNT. Teh SEaTa Tore gl STl § o 5w fawr ox e st gy g 8, 3w
U AdeT & @1 S|
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o Example: During a debate on a bill, if discussions become repetitive, a
member may move a simple closure to proceed to voting.

3ETRIOT: e, forely Freerer ax 9w o gt =it Sgraqut 81 STe, ot &I Heed
HTLROT Fellolk FE T Tehll § dlieh AT &l el
e Closure by Compartments
FFAIEHT FeloX
o Definition: Dividing a bill or resolution into sections (compartments) for
debate, after which each section is collectively put to vote.

afemmaT: forelt e A geaTa &1 Jregemelt (Fearéae) F fqenfora oieh ==
STl 8, 3R O Tcdeh 3131191 ! ATeffigeh &9 & Hclelol H 3@ ST g

o Example: Alengthy bill is segmented into parts; each part is debated and
then voted on as a whole.

3ETEIUT; Ueh o e T o1 H191T  fanTara fonam Srar & 9cdes 16T O == iy
ST & 3R oY 38 @07 &9 & FAefelel & @M ST g

e Kangaroo Closure
FIME FollolT
o Definition: Only selected clauses of a bill are debated and voted upon, while
others are skipped and deemed approved.

s fRdT At i Faa Tafaa et 9 ==t 3R JdereT fFar Sar g,
STefeh 3= T ©I3 feT ST & 3R Fdiehel AT STl &1

o Example: In the UK Parliament, this method allows prioritization of
significant clauses during debates, streamlining the legislative process.

3ETE0T. T WG A, Ig FAftr Ageaqot et & grafiAear &t &1 3egaAfa & &,
TS faremair wfsham s are sreTra Sirelm &1
e Guillotine Closure

frafes Fale

o Definition: When allotted debate time expires, all pending clauses
(discussed or not) are put to vote simultaneously.

IRATNT: STa ATafed T6H FT TAY ATCT &) AT §, aF Teiy AV eRy3tt (T ar
3rafid) I U T AT H @7 AT B |

o Example: In the Indian Parliament, if debate time on a bill lapses, remaining
clauses are collectively voted on without further discussion.

3ETEUT: AT §He H, I fndt [F89ue W 989 T I7T gATCT gl Sar g, ar
AW YT 9X Foer et 3R =t & Areffeers & & Adere & Srdar g

Historical Context

agfas v
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United Kingdom: The concept of closure motions originated in the UK
Parliament in the late 19th century to counteract filibustering and ensure
legislative efficiency.

TS fReTsH: FaloR AT T HTUROT 194 ereredt & 3eRre 7 I& " A
[E g5, 1feh FrelleeeRer 1 et o Th AR et srigererar giaRad i s
qoh|

Soybean in India
WA § ST

Soybean is a vital oilseed crop in India, contributing significantly to the country's
agricultural economy.

WA 9T § U Hecaqu] aeTe" Weet &, ST o371 iy sTefeasret # Heca ol A ot 2|

The primary soybean-producing states are Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Rajasthan, Karnataka, and Telangana.

TG IEATE 3I0ATEeh T ¢ Hed Wa9l, HETIeg, TSTET, Sieeh 31 aerT |

This overview provides insights into each state's contribution to soybean cultivation,
recent production statistics, and challenges faced by farmers.

IE HIAR T TS o AT IeqTeT ¥ ANTEH, BT Iedre Aehet i feramat gwr |maer iy 18
AT T SR & T 2l

Madhya Pradesh
LT T

Madhya Pradesh, often referred to as the "'Soybean State," leads in soybean
cultivation.

weg wavT, o e T e FET ST R, ST Seated § 37t 7

In the 2023-2024 season, the soybean area increased by 1.7%o, rising from 5.975
million hectares to 6.679 million hectares.

2023-2024 == & wrareia w e 1.7%0 sgat 5.975 fuferam gweer @ 6.679 fuferm gweam &
]

This led to an increase in production from 6.332 million metric tonnes (2022-2023)
t0 6.675 million metric tonnes (2023-2024).

o9 3eute 6.332 faferam wifges o7 (2022-2023) @ sree 6.675 faferam wifgss =7 (2023-2024) =
T

Challenges: Farmers reported changes in monsoon patterns, affecting planting and
yields.

gAttaat. fFami 3 e et § agera ht gemn &, fed gars o 3w T g3
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e There was a 40% increase in pest attacks (including soybean pod borer and leaf
spot diseases) in 2023 compared to the previous year.
**2023 #, et a¥ i ot 7 e gaat § 4090 Fr Iig g3, Sew wamEiy i I AR #iw wdie 3
et A

Maharashtra
HERTEE

X

e Maharashtra is the second-largest soybean-producing state.

. TS AR ST 'S0y BeaAl cultivation area was 5.072 million hectares,
with a production of 4.574 million tonnes.
2023-2024 s & wrarst= 1 et 5.072 fafeem dwea o, o7k searar 4.574 faferam 27 gam

Rajasthan
TS

o Rajasthan is a significant contributor to India's soybean production.
ST HRA o VAT IJeaTe § Heeaqul TNEH aar &

e Inthe 2023-2024 season, the soybean cultivation area was 1.144 million hectares,
with a production of 1.069 million tonnes.
2023-2024 === § g s gmwa 1.144 faferam e on, 31k searew 1.069 fafersm =7 gam

Karnataka
HACH

o Inthe 2023-2024 season, the soybean cultivation area in Karnataka was 0.411
million hectares, producing 0.473 million tonnes.

2023-2024 Hi== o wAAteesh | AaTeia ot aether 0.411 faferam gerear on, ot seurew 0.473 faferam
& gl

Telangana
AT

o Inthe 2023-2024 season, the soybean cultivation area in Telangana was 0.189
million hectares, with a production of 0.290 million tonnes.

2023-2024 == o aemEr #§ '@ st e 0,189 faferam gerear o, ot seurew 0.290 faferam
e gl
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Do not publish NIRF
ranking for 2025: HC
to Education Ministry

GS Paper ll:

iGovernance

ADURAI

The Madurai Bench of the
Madras High Court on
Thursday restrained the
Education Ministry and
the National Board of Ac-
creditation (NBA) from pu-
blishing the National Insti-

tutional Ranking
Framework (NIRF) ranking
for 2025.

The court was hearing a
public interest litigation
petition filed by C. Chella-
muthu from Dindigul dis-
trict of Tamil Nadu.

He claimed that the
ranking was without any
basis and was misleading
students.

The NIRF was launched
by the NBA on the direc-
tion of the Education Mi-
nistry for evaluating higher
education institutions.

The NBA publishes the
ranking every year. Institu-
tions are evaluated on five
broad categories — teach-
ing, learning and resourc-
es; research and profes-
sional practice; graduation
outcomes; outreach and
inclusivity; and perception
— the petition said.

The NBA directs institu-
tions to upload data on stu-
dent and staff strength,
staff salaries, graduation
index, placement details,
funds received for re-

NIRF ranking is done
based on the data
given by institutions
without verification,
says petitioner

search, and other parame-
ters on its web portal.
Based on this data, the
ranking is awarded with-
out further verification or
auditing, the petitioner
said.

Comparing it with the
National Assessment and
Accreditation  Council’s
(NAAC) Annual Quality As-
surance Report (AQAR),
the petitioner said the
NAAC-AQAR documents
were audited and checked
by expert committees sent
by the NAAC to the institu-
tions.

The petitioner sought a
direction to the NBA to pu-
blish the NIRF ranking af-
ter comparing and verify-
ing the data submitted by
the institutions with the
data in the government re-
cords and to disclose the
calculation method.

A Division Bench of Jus-
tices J. Nisha Banu and S.
Srimathy restrained the
authorities from publish-
ing the ranking for 2025.
The court sought a counter
affidavit and posted the
matter to April 24.
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Do not publish NIRF ranking for 2025:
HC to Education Ministry

2025 #Y TAATEIRTE 1T yhifrd
H: 3T AT o A& AATAT Y
fArder feam

The Madurai Bench of the Madras High
Court on Thursday restrained the
Education Ministry and the National Board
of Accreditation (NBA) from publishing the
National Institutional Ranking Framework
(NIRF) ranking for 2025.

AG 9, AT 359 AT F TaAR H FA&T
AT 3R TSET year = 915 (NBA) ¥ 2025
Y TET TEYTeT IRRaT WAad (NIRF) IR

YHIfAT FIA F N

. The court was hearing a public interest litigation
(PIL) petition filed by C. Chellamuthu from Dindigul
district, Tamil Nadu.

31eTeld & afferarg & e e & W, Ieeqy @R a”R
STt AT (PIL) Y Gerars |

. The petitioner claimed that the ranking system
lacked a proper basis and misled students.

ITTIHTRdT o araT o fo T qomelt #T 1€ 31 3R
81 ¥ 3R I7 ol $ IEFRE F
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NIRF and Its Evaluation Criteria

TAHTSHRTE T ST HedTaheT gfshar

NIRF was launched by the NBA under the direction of the Education Ministry to
evaluate higher education institutions.

TAMSHRTE H A& FATerT & FAEr o Taav gary o fFam o a7 arfes 3o fvam
EUTAT T HeATae T o1 TF |

The NBA publishes the ranking every year, evaluating institutions based on five
categories:

verdie g¥ Arer Ik g e 8, 3R FEAret S Hediet g ATt & 3muR 9 R
ST 8

o Teaching, learning, and resources (f2r&1oT, 31fRIereT 31 TaTer=)

o Research and professional practice (JJHTeT 3T ATaATRIH 33-4TH)

o Graduation outcomes (F=ITcdieh IRUT#)

o Outreach and inclusivity (g9 3R FHATRIA)

o Perception (9UM)

Institutions are required to upload data on student and staff strength, staff salaries,
graduation index, placement details, research funding, etc., on the NBA web
portal.

TEATAT Y ToTdiw AT Neer ) BT IHR FAANRAT i FE&7T1, I, T gaa6iF, cagae
faor, e fafer anfe 1 3T 3rqes e ravTw ST ¢

The petitioner argued that the ranking is awarded solely based on this data without
verification or auditing.

ITRISThRdT o des 6T o T8 3T Fae 3rgals fFT aTT 227 & 3myR W) & Il &, &=
et gaTaeT a1 JHifee &)

Comparison with NAAC Accreditation
UATTH! YT Y elell

The petitioner compared NIRF ranking with the National Assessment and
Accreditation Council’s (NAAC) Annual Quality Assurance Report (AQAR).

ITfAhTehell & TAITEIHNRUH fHar 1 JolaT T et 3R Tearaar aRwg (NAAC) #r
a1f¥e apoTaar Jmearde RS (AQAR) & |

He stated that NAAC-AQAR documents are audited and verified by expert
committees, unlike NIRF rankings, which rely solely on self-reported data.

3ogieT gl foh UTUUHI-TFU3R Tt &1 faewsr afafaat ganr sifse it g
T aman B, oo warsmEaReS T Fae Fad TR 31 W AR gl B
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e The petitioner sought a directive for the NBA to verify institutional data with

government records before publishing the NIRF rankings and to disclose the
calculation method.

ITTEIhTehcll = HIIT I 7o TAAIT Y HEYTAT GART FEIT 3T H! THRT Rl @ Aamar =
AT HTAT AT 3N I0TAT G ey T GelraT Far a1 |

Court’s Order and Next Hearing
3TQTere T e 31X rerelt gorar$

e A Division Bench of Justices J. Nisha Banu and S. Srimathy restrained the
Education Ministry and NBA from publishing the NIRF ranking for 2025.

e o fovem &y 31X v, sierelt i wshe & fRram Farery 3R wade #Y 2025 F
TANTEHNRTE IFFT TFIIAT F F N
e The court sought a counter affidavit and scheduled the next hearing for April 24.

ST A T GfT-Qraer sy A 3R 3rarelt Forars 24 3rdar &1 i i
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Navigating differences

India and New Zealand stand to benefit
from greater collaboration

|GS Paper II: India-New Zealand |

! t the 10th edition of the Raisina Dialogue,

visiting New Zealand Prime Minister

Christopher Luxon — the conference’s
chief guest — outlined three major geopolitical
shifts shaping the world: the replacement of rules
with power, the rise of security over economic
considerations, and a move from trade efficiency
to protectionism and resilient supply chains
among trusted partners. In this context, Mr. Lux-
on suggested that India and New Zealand, despite
their size disparity, could be ideal partners. Both
democracies share an interest in ensuring free-
dom of navigation in the Indo-Pacific. While New
Zealand is not part of the Quad (Australia, India,
Japan, the United States) and does not seek mem-
bership, Mr. Luxon noted the ongoing dialogue
among New Zealand, Australia, Japan and South
Korea on regional issues. Following talks with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the two countries
signed a defence Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) to enhance military cooperation, staff
college exchanges, and naval port calls. They also
agreed to restart talks on a free trade agreement,
aiming to expand their modest bilateral trade,
currently under $2 billion. However, challenges
remain, particularly around market access for
dairy and agricultural products, which contribut-
ed to India’s decision to exit the Regional Com-
prehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), of
which New Zealand is a member. In contrast,
New Zealand’s trade with China stands at approx-
imately $24 billion, despite broader strategic con-
cerns. Connectivity between the two nations re-
ceived a boost, with Air India and Air New
Zealand signing a codeshare agreement that may
also lead to the first direct flights between the
countries by the end of 2028.

Despite the positive tone, Mr. Modi voiced con-
cern over “anti-India activities by certain illegal
elements” in New Zealand, referencing protests
and a Khalistan referendum held by the ‘Sikhs for
Justice’ group in Auckland last November. Alth-
ough previously discussed between the Foreign
Ministers, New Zealand police had ruled the prot-
ests to be lawful. In response, Mr. Luxon reaf-
firmed New Zealand’s commitment to free expres-
sion and noted the importance of not importing
foreign political conflicts into its diverse immigrant
communities. While such concerns are legitimate,
raising them publicly risks deepening divisions
within the 3,00,000-strong Indian diaspora and
overshadowing growing strategic and economic
ties. These sensitive issues may be better handled
through diplomatic engagement in private. Ulti-
mately, India and New Zealand stand to benefit
from greater collaboration — particularly in trade,
defence, and regional stability — as two democra-
cies that “book-end” the Indo-Pacific.

Navigating differences

fafererarat & o wgAer #Y TgmEr &=

At the 10th edition of the Raisina Dialogue, New
Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon, the
chief guest, outlined three major geopolitical
shifts shaping the world:

TR HaTg & 103 FEFIOT 7, 7gGitels & THTaast
foreetar aFaer, St HeT Hfafd &, F gfaar Y smar
&t aTet et W $-Trstalifas aRader are:

o Replacement of rules with power ([T T AfFd & gfaearde)
o Rise of security over economic considerations (32 Riam3it
Y JoTeAT H GI&TT T el Hecd)

o Shift from trade efficiency to protectionism and resilient
supply chains (SATIR G&TAT & H&TUTATE 3 AT 3Mqfel Eensif
$r 3R Fgerd)

e Mr. Luxon suggested that India and New Zealand, despite size

disparities, could be ideal partners, as both democracies aim to
ensure freedom of navigation in the Indo-Pacific.

At e F g o s 3tk wgEliels, 3R 3 3R & A,
TGS WIHER &Y Thd §, FAIToh Gl cllehdiTaeh 2T g31-AfAfhe &
AfatersT A Faerer AT Far g §

India-New Zealand Cooperation

HRA-gaiTels HEAT

e New Zealand is not part of the Quad (Australia, India, Japan,
US), nor does it seek membership. However, it engages in regional
discussions with Australia, Japan, and South Korea.

wgeitels Fa1s (3iteeform, e, STare, 3aRe) &1 Rearadi ¢, 3k =

& a8 TSEIT ATedT &1 gleliieh, Ig JreefaraT, smawr 3T gfayor 1T

¥ w1y e atsit F swrdar g
e After talks with Prime Minister Narendra Modi, India and New Zealand signed a
defence Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to enhance:
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FHSar AT (MoU) WX g&aieR fre, oras eanfie &:
o Military cooperation (¥ Tga1)
o Staff college exchanges (¥ IFALTOT HEATAT HT JTETA-TGT)

o Naval port calls (AT §¢I3g ITAT0)

o Both countries also agreed to restart free trade agreement (FTA) talks, aiming to
expand bilateral trade, currently under $2 billion.

alett &2it =¥ FF SATIR FHFANAT (FTA) aTalt R § & FI I HgAT ek I, dlich
AT # $2 Rfeas @ F7 & gfavafiar samaR #1 qgrr s aF |

Challenges in Trade Relations
< it 3 T Mo

o Market access issues for dairy and agricultural products were a major reason for
India’s exit from the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), of
which New Zealand is a member.

378 3R P curEl & forT 1o 9T 1 FATAE, R & 4517 19 3w TrAery
(RCEP) ¥ aTeX frdrerst &7 Uah wa@ FRor off, 1o 7yitdls s@eT eea ¢

e In contrast, New Zealand’s trade with China is valued at $24 billion, despite broader
strategic concerns.

58 faolid, wgeitdls 3 e & i samar $24 Rfeaer 18, gt wreifas Riae =i
g el

e Connectivity between India and New Zealand was boosted as Air India and Air New
Zealand signed a codeshare agreement, possibly leading to direct flights by 2028.

R 3R 7l & fia FAFrad H gemar ffar, Fife v $Ear ik R aEds a
T FHISAAT AAS T T g 6T, 5o 2028 a« Hielt 386 Hr Tsmasr a=i|

Concerns over Anti-India Activities

Ara-faeh rfafafeaY & aot R

e Prime Minister Modi raised concerns about anti-India activities in New Zealand,
referring to protests and a Khalistan referendum by Sikhs for Justice in Auckland
(November 2023).

TUTAHAT AN A Faitels 7 3Ra-faelt afafaferdt ov fRiar sars, Qv &9 & sifwds
(A 2023) 7 'Ew BR Ff¥ew wAg gan 3rafaa faer il anforedret seraa @ &1
3eord fohaT|
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e New Zealand’s Foreign Ministers had previously discussed this, and New Zealand
police ruled the protests as lawful.

wgeitels & fager Al & uger 3@ o = i oY, 3k gEiels gfow o 5o Ry gt &
el FIR e am|

e Prime Minister Luxon reaffirmed New Zealand’s commitment to free expression,
while stating that foreign political conflicts should not affect diverse immigrant
communities.

TUTAHN TFHA o 7qeitels A AfeafFa F Faaaar F vfa afdagear aews, ik e %
el verelifas famel #t yard Tt w1 wenfaa a¢t e @fge

e Raising such issues publicly may deepen divisions within the 3,00,000-strong Indian
diaspora and overshadow strategic and economic ties.

U ACEl T WS TE T F 356 @ 3,00,000 Y HRAT Farelt Aard F AGHE 96 TFA 8
3R orhifas T s weer wenfaa & aa §

e Such sensitive issues may be better handled through private diplomatic
engagement rather than public statements.

U HacaTeTel FAGE! T AT e a2l & T Fealfad ardl & ATETH F oA a5
A FHAT L

The Way Forward
T3 T [FCT

¢ India and New Zealand stand to benefit from greater collaboration in trade,
defence, and regional stability.

. AT IR B THat B ORI TRUTHE 5. RS FE 0N ARie ek A \FERedards

a stronger partnership despite existing challenges.
Fa1- 2T & o oRT W R awds & w7 &, At e Alsper getfaat & arasg #Asqa
e f R A s s gaa &
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India’s marginalised Parliament in budgetary affairs

GS Paper |I: Parliament

he Budget is more than just a financial
statement, as it reflects a nation’s
priorities, economic vision and
governance philosophy. Across
democracies, parliaments exercise the power of
the purse, which is critical in shaping national
budgets, ensuring fiscal discipline, and
promoting transparency. However, in India,
parliamentary influence over the Budget remains
minimal. The executive-driven process side lines
legislators, leaving them with little opportunity to
effectively shape or scrutinise financial policies.
Parliament must evolve from being a mere
approver of the government’s financial proposals
to actively shaping economic policy. This requires
critical institutional reforms, including
pre-Budget discussions and establishing a
Parliamentary Budget Office (PBO).

The Budget, a pillar of democracy
Budgeting is a fundamental democratic exercise
that allocates public resources and defines the
government’s social and economic priorities.
Historically, the power of the purse has been
hard-won, with legislatures across the world
asserting their right to oversee public finance.
From the British Parliament’s financial control in
the 19th century to the fiscal policies of modern
democracies, legislative scrutiny has been
essential in preventing executive overreach.

Globally, the degree of legislative influence
over budgets varies. Some parliaments actively
draft and modify budget proposals, while others
act as rubber stamps. Certain legislatures hold
in-depth committee discussions on budgetary
allocations, whereas others rely on centralised
finance committees. However, one common
thread remains — Budget transparency and
parliamentary engagement correlate with better
social outcomes and economic stability.

Parliament’s role in Budget formulation and
scrutiny in India is mainly ceremonial. The
Finance Ministry single-handedly crafts the
Budget, keeping even Cabinet Ministers
uninformed until its presentation in the Lok
Sabha. Unlike other legislative Bills, the Budget
proposal is not subjected to thorough cabinet
discussions before being introduced in
Parliament. The executive monopoly over
financial planning results in fragmented debates
and limited oversight, weakening the core tenets
of representative democracy.

Vinod Bhanu

is the Executive
Director of the Centre
for Legislative
Research and
Advocacy (CLRA),
New Delhi

The existing
budgetary
process
diminishes the
role of elected
representatives,
undermining
democratic
accountability

Moreover, the Rajya Sabha, despite its
democratic credentials, has no substantive role in
Budget discussions. Ironically, while India
permits a Finance Minister to be a Rajya Sabha
member, they lack the ability to vote on their
(own) Budget proposals in the Lok Sabha. This
absence of budgetary bicameralism contrasts
sharply with the British House of Lords, which
wields some influence over financial legislation
despite being an unelected body.

The decline of parliamentary authority over
budgetary matters is evident in the poor quality
and brevity of debates and the ineffective
scrutiny by subject committees. Parliamentarians
lack the power to amend or significantly
influence budget proposals, effectively reducing
their role to passive approval. This status quo is
neither democratic nor conducive to
accountability.

Pre-Budget discussions

Two key reforms must be implemented for
Parliament to reclaim its rightful role in
Budget-making: introducing pre-budget
discussions and creating a Parliamentary Budget
Office.

Parliament should institutionalise pre-Budget
discussions during the monsoon session to
ensure meaningful engagement in the Budget
process. A dedicated five to seven-day discussion
period would allow legislators to assess the
nation’s fiscal health, outline Budget priorities,
and present a broad economic framework for the
government’s consideration. Such discussions
would also encourage better coordination among
subject committees, enhancing their ability to
provide informed input.

Pre-Budget debates would democratise the
Budget-making process, allowing elected
representatives to voice public concerns, suggest
equitable resource allocation, and engage in
policy deliberations. More importantly, they
would facilitate greater public involvement,
fostering transparency and trust in financial
governance.

Scepticism about active legislative involvement
in budgeting often stems from concerns over
fiscal discipline. Some economists argue that
empowering legislatures may lead to populist
spending and weakened financial prudence.
However, placing unchecked faith in the
executive to act in the public interest is naive.

Regardless of ideology, no government has ever
voluntarily ensured economic justice without
oversight. A balanced approach, where the
executive retains financial discretion but remains
answerable to Parliament, is the hallmark of a
healthy democracy.

A crucial aspect of Budget reform is in
strengthening Parliament’s analytical and
research capabilities. India lacks an institutional
mechanism that provides legislators with
independent and non-partisan Budget analysis.
Establishing a Parliamentary Budget Office (PBO)
would bridge this gap as there would be
data-driven insights and expert economic
forecasts. Modelled on institutions such as the
U.S. Congressional Budget Office and similar
bodies in Australia, Canada and the United
Kingdom, a well-structured PBO in India would
play a vital role in analysing government
spending, revenue projections, and fiscal
policies. It would conduct independent economic
forecasts, assess the fiscal impact of proposed
policies, and evaluate medium-term and
long-term budgetary trends.

Additionally, the PBO would offer policy briefs
to parliamentarians, enhancing informed
decision-making. Rather than encroaching upon
the executive’s role, it would complement it by
ensuring legislative scrutiny is backed by
objective research. Such an institution would
significantly enhance Parliament’s capacity to
hold the government accountable and foster
evidence-based policy discussions.

Reclaiming parliamentary authority

The current budgetary process diminishes the
role of elected representatives, undermining
democratic accountability. By integrating
pre-Budget discussions and establishing a PBO,
Parliament can transition from being a passive
recipient of financial proposals to an active
budget-influencing institution.

These reforms are procedural adjustments and
fundamental steps towards strengthening
representative democracy. They would ensure
public finance decisions reflect collective
deliberation rather than executive fiat. A robust
parliamentary engagement in budgeting would
ultimately lead to more equitable economic
policies, greater transparency, and a financial
governance framework that genuinely serves the
people’s interests.

India’s marginalised Parliament in budgetary affairs
RS A To7C Al & FHg 1 AfAa sgfara

The Budget is more than just a financial statement; it reflects a
nation’s priorities, economic vision, and governance philosophy.

goTe Fae U Ay Ravor a8l §; 98 v o1 Y wrafAwans, snfds efte
3R e i &Y eutar B

e Across demaocracies, parliaments hold the power of the purse, shaping budgets,

ensuring fiscal discipline, and promoting transparency.

ST Jreperryer YA giar ¥, ik arafiar #¥ sgrar fAerar g
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e« However, in India, the Parliament’s influence over the Budget is minimal, as the
executive-driven process sidelines legislators.

gleliTeh, R 3 HHG FT ToI€ I THTT s ¢, Fi1eh HIAUTferenT-TerTeT FfeHar faremaat
FY fFaAR FT 3 B

o Parliament must evolve from being a mere approver of financial proposals to actively
shaping economic policy.

THE, I shael TIFRT AT garal w1 Al & arelt FEuT & 311 doeh? anfdw e
Tt & afeer sifAe fRame i smaegsar ¥

e This requires institutional reforms, such as pre-Budget discussions and the
establishment of a Parliamentary Budget Office (PBO).

S8 [T HEUTT FURT hT SR §, 514 Fote d w41 3 ¥6dN qoie F1aTerd (PBO) #
U9

The Budget: A pillar of democracy
goTc. Adhad &I Uk TN

o Budgeting is a fundamental democratic exercise that allocates public resources and
defines government priorities.

ol ufehar tes Hifod dierdifae ufhar &, S GrdeTieie TATE=T FT 3TdesT adl g 3T
R TfAFanst #1 Ruia s 2

e Throughout history, legislatures worldwide have fought for their right to oversee
public finance, ensuring executive accountability.

sfaera @, gferam s A Reureraensit & ardefas AT A e’ & sfter & o dad
forar 3, arfeh wriaiforT At Saracd giafad e o)
e Globally, the extent of parliamentary influence on budgets varies:
3fRas TR R, THE HT T I THTT HeA9T-379T T &
o Some actively draft and modify budgets. (F& 8 goic F IR AR Fefaa
Il §)
o Some only approve government proposals. (F& HHe Fde SIHRT FFaral H
sttt e B
o Some hold in-depth committee discussions. (F& faeqa afafa w=isit #r

e One common theme across countries: Greater Budget transparency and
parliamentary involvement lead to better social and economic outcomes.

Teh GAT YT &Y 18 §: wore & rferw arafdar ik o smefierdt & awnfare sik
3T afome IgaR A &

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page34



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

g il CONTACT: 9971932488

Parliament’s limited role in Budget formulation

gore faATor 7 Tag Hr HfAa offwr

e InIndia, Parliament’s role in Budget formulation and scrutiny is mostly ceremonial.
AR A, THe 1 {fAenT Fore faor ik s & 7E7 w9 F 3wl g g

e The Finance Ministry alone prepares the Budget, keeping even Cabinet Ministers
uninformed until its presentation in Lok Sabha.

e HATer 3rF S Toic IR Fa1 €, 317 30 e At aF 1 a7l @), 59
e fob 58 AemaeT 7 TEga 1 fham Siran|

e Unlike other legislative bills, the Budget proposal does not undergo thorough
Cabinet discussions before being presented in Parliament.

3= AUl f9elt & faudia, aoie wedra 50 & 997 gl @ Ugel hiee # g« a4t & #gt
ST

e The executive’s monopoly over financial planning leads to fragmented debates and
weak oversight, weakening representative democracy.

mﬁmmﬁmmwuﬂfﬁw%wmgmaﬁrmmm
t, oy yfafaf®r aeas FAT g=ar 2

The Rajya Sabha’s minimal role in Budget discussions
TSTHHT Y Fole TAT A AT AT

o Despite being a democratic institution, Rajya Sabha has no substantive role in
Budget discussions.

RIS TEAT G & qFS[G, TSTWHT Y ToTC T4l 7 FI$ Ageaqor S{fAwT 7181 gl
o lronically, India allows a Finance Minister to be a Rajya Sabha member, but they
cannot vote on their own Budget proposals in Lok Sabha.

fagaar g & o6 R & faw = U=aws @ g gha &, AfheT 3 AFwsi & 3r9er ) T9ie
YEATal I AAGH oTgl T ool |

e This lack of bicameral budgetary oversight is in contrast to the British House of
Lords, which has some influence over financial legislation.

5 gfAueAT ST fAeret iy waY fafeer g3w 3w @fsw & 3rerer §, O farelir reger
W FS THIT I &

The decline of parliamentary authority over budgets

ol W HHAYT IR A fRmEe

o Weak parliamentary debates and ineffective committee scrutiny show a decline in
legislative authority over budgets.
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g &l

o Parliamentarians lack the power to amend or significantly influence Budget
proposals, reducing their role to passive approval.

HIHCT o U dTc YEdTal 3 T FIa AT Ageaqor TeiTa sterar hr arfera w1¢ g, Ty
3oTehr SifeRT R srepateet de i @ ST §

e This status quo is undemocratic and weakens accountability.

g U srataaitas § 3K Sareed ) FAR Fd §

The Need for Reform
JUR AT 3Tl

e Institutional changes such as:

Wﬁr@ﬁgﬂmagﬁé in Parliament. (§8g # i g4 =41
o Establishment of a Parliamentary Budget Office (PBO). (HHEIT ¥o¢ HIATAT
(PBO) & T«
o Greater involvement of committees in budget scrutiny. (§s7¢ &Y faeaeE &
afafaat Fr afe smefier)

o Strengthening Parliament’s role in budget-making will ensure fiscal discipline,
transparency, and accountability.

THE HY FI€ FARTOT ¥ H{fAFT FY AT FA ¥ TSR HFATHA, TREFAAT 3R STaraed
giafRea g

Pre-Budget discussions

dofc qd T4m

e Two key reforms are essential for Parliament to reclaim its role in Budget-making:
o Introducing pre-Budget discussions.
o Creating a Parliamentary Budget Office (PBO).

HHE Y Fore fAATT # 39+l ${fAFT Oo1: urea e & e &) vy gur AR §
o ¥sTe qd T Y YT |
o WU IoIC HRTAT (PBO) Y TATYST|

e Parliament should institutionalise pre-Budget discussions during the monsoon
session, allowing legislators to assess fiscal health and outline Budget priorities.

HE ! ATAYA T F GRIT Fo1c T T Y FEATTA 171 i, @ dide Terre
Feufa &1 3marerst &7 @ 3t T TrafAwansi #i f@ifed w1 aF|
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o Adedicated five to seven-day discussion period would enable:
o Meaningful engagement in the Budget process.
o Better coordination among subject committees.

TS AT 99 F A1 T Fr a4t s &
o aoe UfshaT & Arde iR 8 aohaft|
o fawmera wfAfaat & < dgav gaeay wifud ghem|

e Pre-Budget debates would help in:
o Democratising the Budget process.
o Allowing elected representatives to voice public concerns.
o Ensuring equitable resource allocation.

¥9rc 4 989 @ Aeg fAa:
o oI UfHaT FY 31w Awdife o #|
o il gfAfATAYT FY SR Y Rransit #f 351 &1 39w et A
o WHTYET & AU Taee B gafvaa F:a 7|

Addressing concerns over fiscal discipline

TSR ITATHA F AT RT3t 1 qaATS=

e Some economists argue that legislative involvement in budgeting could lead to
populist spending and weak financial prudence.

Fo rdenfEral F1 a% § % a1 # fRrurh srafierdt & dwesmas @ 3k FAeiR Ay

. PEVETE BT trusting the executive to act in public interest is unrealistic. No
government has ever ensured economic justice without oversight.

gTcI TR, FTAYTTrT IX T &g iR Tga srcamaeiiRe &1 fhe off TR o R oot &
i warr giaRaa adt )

e Abalanced approach is needed, where:
o The executive retains financial discretion.
o The Parliament ensures accountability.

Teh HfA efeeHIoT 32T &, STer:
o Frufa fadr fRds seme @
o WHE FratEes gAfaa =

Establishing a Parliamentary Budget Office (PBO)
FHAT 9o FHETAT (PBO) Y TATI=T

e Indialacks an independent, non-partisan Budget analysis institution. A PBO
would bridge this gap by providing:
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o Data-driven insights.
o Expert economic forecasts.

HRA H T Taa, fasqatr aore faedwor gear fir w4 81 PBO 58 FA Y QU
H, TS

o Ser-3muTie eaefSe 39erey gl

o frdwa anfdw qaEtegaArr et

Modeled on institutions like:
o U.S. Congressional Budget Office.
o Budget offices in Australia, Canada, and the U.K..

I HEATT I, TH. FAHT Jore A fha, Aeefordr, Farst 3R ¥, F a9
HHATAT 9T maTRd grem|
A PBO would analyze:
o Government spending and revenue projections.

o Fiscal policies and medium-term trends.
o Economic impact of policy proposals.

PBO &T &1 glm:
o W @ 3R TS HATAT FT faeeryor|
o e AfaaY it Feae 3rafer & Tee) 1 IFA|
o faera wFarat & e gema T HeATwT |

Additionally, the PBO would provide policy briefs to parliamentarians, ensuring
informed decision-making.

ST 37lTaT, PBO Hiwal & Afa wah aférea R yerer w39, Sad ) Ak aa &
Hergan fAeedt|

This would not interfere with the executive but complement it by enhancing
legislative oversight.

Ig FHIAHT & FAT A FEARTT FTET FM, e FHGT AIRT Ft A w3 7 TeF
g |

Reclaiming parliamentary authority
HHG FI Toe W HAFR q1: AR F

The current budgetary process undermines democratic accountability, reducing
Parliament’s role to passive approval.

TAAT FoTe IRRAT diFdiis Jaaeel H FAAR FI! §, 70 TG I {fFHF hae
HqATG as AT g el B

By integrating pre-Budget discussions and establishing a PBO, Parliament can
transition from a passive observer to an active Budget influencer.
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qorc qd T3 1 anfArer FT 3R PBO FT T FT, TS v TSR vt @ wiva
TSI THTGFRE a1 FFhell §

These reforms would:
o Ensure public finance decisions reflect collective deliberation.

o Enhance economic transparency and governance.

o Lead to more equitable policies serving public interests.

T guR:

o WS R frotat ) amfe R Rt F sfaRi aemd
o 3N aRERIAT 3k v Y dgar aAw|
o Safed # it wARIiaE et #1 et gk w53

Charting a route for IORA under India’s chairship

|GS Paper II: Indian Ocean
T he Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) is

an apex regional organisation that

promotes open regionalism between the
countries of Asia, Africa and Australia, connected
via Indian Ocean waters. As the Indian leadership
prepares to step up to chair IORA from November
2025 - it is now Vice-Chair — it can bring impetus
to increased resilience in its governance
structure. As IORA chair for the next two years,
India will have three priorities: creating funding
opportunities to enlarge IORA’s budget;
integrating technology for data management and
policy analysis, and creating maritime-ready
courses with academic and research institutions
using collaborations.

The Indian Ocean Region and IORA
Geostrategically, the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) is
a subset of the Indo-Pacific, yet unique. The
Indian Ocean, home to two-thirds of humanity,
has a rich and diverse marine life. It also
transports 75% of global trade and 50% of daily
oil consumption. It produces $1 trillion in goods
and services, and its intra-IORA trade was $800
billion in 2023. However, this region is also
marred by poor development, troubled political
systems, climate change-induced disasters, and
environmental degradation. It also faces security
challenges such as piracy, terrorism, and human
and drug trafficking. These supranational issues
compel the regional countries to cooperate and
find workable solutions.

Therefore, as one of the oldest regional
inter-governmental organisations, IORA has been
working to further cooperation among its
members by facilitating dialogue on cultural and
academic exchanges and crucial issues such as
disaster risk management. While the United

Pooja Bhatt

is an Associate
Professor at O.P.
Jindal Global
University, Sonepat
and teaches maritime
geopolitics and
regional institutions

New Delhi must
strengthen the
foundation for
meaningful and
ground-level
governance

States, China and the European Union are IORA’s
dialogue partners, it is mainly driven by only
middle and small powers and, therefore, requires
a tour de force to become more relevant.

Issues faced by IORA

The Indian Ocean region is relatively free of the
great power competition yet has its own set of
challenges, including funding. IORA’s annual
budget is member-dependent. Barring Singapore,
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and France, the
member-states are developing Asian and African
economies. The budget is indicated to be just a
few million. Incidentally, the Indian Ocean
Commission, which has only five 10 countries,
has a $1.3 billion budget for the 2020-25 time
frame. Thus, the funds generated fall short of
achieving IORA’s growing areas of engagement
such as maritime safety and security, fisheries
management, disaster risk management,
technology and innovation, and the blue
economy.

Notably, each of these pillars is
resource-intensive and requires constant
engagement. One way to generate more funds
would be to include private players as
consultative partners as they are some of the
biggest players in the maritime domain. From
shipping companies to marine-related industries
such as oil and gas, and marine tourism, these
industries are relevant to the blue economy.
These industries can be involved in maritime
policy-making and also contribute to the IORA
fund. The IORA has a small Secretariat with
limited staff based in Mauritius. Since
government-based structures and institutions
have limited bandwidth for data processing,
technology can be a big help in improving

governance. Accounting for data is laborious with
a large margin of error, and quick and efficient
policy analysis would be made easier with
digitised record keeping.

Other suggestions for India

India’s Security and Growth for All (SAGAR)
vision complements IORA’s objectives and must
leverage its excellent relations with IORA
member-states to develop workable solutions.
10RA members, such as Australia, have made
significant contributions to research in marine
science and technology. France and Singapore,
have their strength in marine-related
technologies, and the UAE and Oman can
contribute through investments in sectors where
TORA seeks help. Traditional knowledge that
exists in coastal and small island nations (Sri
Lanka, Seychelles, Mauritius) should be
mainstreamed for developing sustainable
methods of marine governance. To further
productive outcomes, IORA needs sustained and
improved collaborative avenues.

Lastly, as marine and maritime-related
employment opportunities will only multiply,
industrial leaders should collaborate with
educational and research institutions to provide
problem statements and seek solutions, and to
create newer, industry-related courses. Marine
accounting is an interdisciplinary course that
could help create a base for a blue economy. With
the available talent in the region, scholars and
practitioners are most likely to work out
solutions.

IORA holds immense promise for regional
prosperity and India must use its leadership to
overcome the existing issues at the institutional
level.

Charting a route for IORA under India’s chairship
TR Y TEF&TAT & IMEIHNHRT & AT ART AR HLaT

The Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) is aregional organisation
that promotes open regionalism among Asia, Africa, and Australia,
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connected by the Indian Ocean.

sT3ae 3ereT RAT TAfRATers (I0RA) T & WaraeT & st iR, 3rfer 3ilx
Freeforar & et & o g 841G #! 9grar &ar 8, S g Aer R & Areasr
A ASECR

e Indiais currently the Vice-Chair of IORA and will take over as Chair from November
2025.

TR ToATT & IORA T 3UTeeT § 31X sTaa 2025 & EFeT 9g HHTAIT|

¢ As IORA Chair for two years, India will focus on three priorities:
o Creating funding opportunities to expand IORA’s budget.
o Integrating technology for better data management and policy analysis.
o Developing maritime-ready courses in collaboration with academic and
research institutions.

ITEINHRT & Y a¥ & regefir FriFTer 7 3R et v ATt @« e
&am:

o JTEINIRT & T9I¢ HY T & AT AT NYOT &F ITHT AR HI&AT
o g ST aE 3 A fFredyor & fow digf@rhr Ft vhiga we
o NI 3R ey FeuET & WA ¥ WAL UeAFA AHfAT FET|
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The Indian Ocean Region and IORA
o AT &7 3iiY 3mSR

e Geostrategically, the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) is a subset of the Indo-Pacific, but
it has a unique identity.

H-TSeifae Tioe &, fig ATER &7 (I0R) $31-3fafrs 1 v Rewr @, Afda suhr o

3737 YEHTT &
e The Indian Ocean:
Is home to two-thirds of the global population.
Facilitates 75% of global trade and 50% of daily oil consumption.
Produces $1 trillion in goods and services.
Had an intra-IORA trade of $800 billion in 2023.

g AgramR:
o gferar #r ar-faer Y FT T B
o 3RgH R F1 75% X 3AF I @A &7 50% INTgA HT &
o $1 Rfrae Aew Hir awgait st Janait F1 seurEe FAr

o 2023 HIORA & #fiax $800 ﬁﬁu:rawrmmgam

e The region also faces serious challenges such as:
o Poor development and unstable political systems.
o Climate change-induced disasters and environmental degradation.
o Security threats including piracy, terrorism, and human and drug
trafficking.

Ig &1 e getfoat o o weeT e g, S
o AR fawm AR wfP verehfas yomed|
o Sreary IREde & 3cdest HIETT 3R gafavoiiT arwor|
o G TR SN FHY s, ciware, AT 3R AGF yarat Hir awwll|

O O O O

e These cross-border issues require regional cooperation to find workable solutions.

& HATIR Aeg e agaiher A raeadar F quid §, Al sHagie FAT @t S
& |

IORA’s Role and Challenges
HTEHHRT At 7fAr 3 gt

e IORA, one of the oldest regional inter-governmental organisations, focuses on
cultural and academic exchanges, and key areas like disaster risk management.

IORA, it Ha8 G 81T Ie-IFIY Haraal 7 @ TF g, &1 LT+ Wiegfas AR o
. WW%IM FNEH SEEET R T AT T %—@r\ap%bn Union are dialogue

partners of IORA, but the organisation is mainly driven by middle and small powers.
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TgFd T AR, et R A Far SRy gop@E AR @S IORA & ware smefler &,
QIfehe IF HeTooT AET ¥ ¥ 7ALAw 3R o &t garr wanfora grar )

e To enhance its relevance and effectiveness, IORA needs a stronger leadership
approach.

39l yrEfrEaT AR gemaeiierar aer & T, IORA F1 ASIqd Aqea feeaior A
TARITFHAT ¢ |

Issues faced by IORA
|ORA ZaRT |IHAT Y ST qTel FoAtfaar

e The Indian Ocean region is relatively free from great power competition but faces
significant challenges, particularly in funding.

g FETmR a7 T afFaat i ufawraut & srderepa A ¥, Afs 58 Radyor afta w5
. TORAEEnliam f garas Bras Brfienber contributions, but only Singapore, UAE,

and France have strong economies, while others are developing nations in Asia and
Africa.

IORA T a1f¥e To1e 3 HEFAT & AeaTe W R #var 8, ofeet Rk sy, 3ed ik
W Y ACIIEYTC ASTGd §, ST 3= TR 3R 3rheT & fsreaefier qar &)

e The budget is only a few million dollars, whereas the Indian Ocean Commission,
with just five members, has a $1.3 billion budget for 2020-25.

IORA FT q91¢ Haa F6 AT sTeR F71 8, STafeh Fael Ira FEAT ST JivereT Fatere
& 9T 2020-25 & faw $1.3 Rferas &1 991¢ &1

¢ Funding shortages impact IORA’s core areas, including:
o Maritime safety and security (FHZT &I 3T &a)

o Fisheries management (Fc&d dTeled Jatie)
o Disaster risk management (3T9eT SITEH JatlT)
o Technology and innovation (M 3R Fdr@R)
o The blue economy (el 3T¥cTaram)
far oot i el & FROT IORA & W &1 wenrfaa @1a €, S
o \q@waﬁm
o HET T el
o JTIET ANTH vatr=T
o WA 3R FaER
o arell rdeaaEaT

Each of these areas requires significant resources and continuous engagement.

SoTeT @ gX & T gATeT GHTY 3R faw sraferdt Y sraeasar @y ¥
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Possible Solutions for IORA’s Funding
IORA & e vivor & farw genfaa gaTeT=

Private sector involvement could be a solution, as major maritime industries
(shipping, oil & gas, marine tourism) are key stakeholders in the blue economy.

forsit gt <y amefterdY v waTenTeT gY el @, Fifeh Y@ WHAY 35T (RIS, der 3K
3, FHEY gdee) el srfeaaear 7 woyw Raure B

These industries should be involved in maritime policy-making and encouraged to
contribute to the IORA fund.

o1 3t Y WA Afer fvaaor & anfarer fram Sirem =nfe 3R IORA F1w & Arere &t &
fow srcafee frar s anfew)

IORA’s Secretariat, based in Mauritius, has limited staff and resources, making
governance and data processing difficult.

IORA @frarery, St AR & ua §, & ura DA F3amrd sk g €, S araa
3R 2eT yaeI FideT 8 Siar gl

Technology can improve governance, as digitized record-keeping will reduce errors
and enhance policy analysis.

WA e Y AgaR 91 FFA o, FiTh e Reprs-Afder gieat # wa w3h 3k
Afa fredwor w1 sgrwal|

Other Suggestions for India’s Role in IORA
IORA # #Ra 1 AT F fAT 37 gora

India’s SAGAR vision (Security and Growth for All) aligns with IORA’s objectives, and
India must leverage its strong ties with member states to develop solutions.

HRT Y SAGAR (et & forw geam ikt fasma) =fe, IORA F 3egedll & 3wy 8, 3K
HI Y et AT &IAUafIT Faeil T 3TANT FX ToTd! FaArere s e TRl

IORA members like Australia have contributed significantly to marine science and
technology research, while France and Singapore have strengths in marine-related
technologies.

IORA HEFT St siteeforar & wopel farammer 3iik W srqarener 7 Agcaqut Aerers
feram &, STafer wiw 31t RATTgR Fr W sty o Ryerwarar §

UAE and Oman can support IORA through investments in key sectors where financial
aid is needed.

Ius 3R AT IORA FY Ageaqur &¥a1 7 fder & Areqsr § wodar & vl §, STeT faci

GETIdT bl 3TaeThaT gl

Traditional knowledge from coastal nations like Sri Lanka, Seychelles, and
Mauritius should be integrated into marine governance for sustainable practices.
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AiereT, FAH T AR A¥ T GAf F ITRIN AT 1 FATh gt et F anfaer

T ST TR

e Collaborations between industrial leaders and educational institutions should be
encouraged to develop new maritime-related courses.

3t Aanst it Aarfors Fwur=t & fi wEAhr FF Sicarfed AT SieT arfev arfss e
TAN-wFE T aeTwH w i fre o &)

e Marine accounting, an interdisciplinary course, can help strengthen blue economy
frameworks.

FHA AWT (Marine Accounting), Teh 3aR-3RITHeATcHS TIGAHHA, sdlell Ideqasdr e
FY AT FI A AGE FT THAT R

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper Il11: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, 1S)

1. There is progress on GM food crops, says official

SHTUe W HHel W Farfar 81 181 8, AR &7 aare
2. Heat Plan

It At

3. Red-hot Byadgi chilli stings farmers as prices plummet
doredY sarseft fA fr FiAal A Amae @ Fa= e &

4. Rupee Climbs to a 10-Week High
FIAT 10 FTATE & 39 T 9 9gam

5. In U.S. Northwest, South Casgade Is Where Glacier
Science Developed

6. 3MANFT & ATdATe #, GI3Y FTHs I8 TUT ¢ ST8T TR
ﬁmﬁa@r—rgm
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There is progress on GM
food crops, says official

Remark comes amid apprehensions over the Environment Ministry’s approval for commercial

cultivation of GM mustard in 2022; Supreme Court is set to hear pleas on the same next month

[GS Paper llI: S&T

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

head of a fresh se-
A ries of hearings in
the Supreme Court

next month over genetical-
ly modified (GM) food
crops, the Department of
Biotechnology (DBT) said
there was “progress” on
this front.

“The matter is sub judice
but GM mustard stories are
being taken up again,” DBT
Secretary Rajesh Gokhale
said at a biotechnology
event on Friday. The DBT,
which has for years funded
research and development
into transgenic and GM
food crops, comes under
the Ministry of Science and
Technology.

At present, Bt cotton is
the only genetically modi-
fied crop allowed to be cul-
tivated. Though the Envi-
ronment Ministry gave its
conditional go-ahead for
commercial cultivation of
GM mustard in 2022, it has
not taken off as it was chal-
lenged in the Supreme
Court.

Science Minister Jiten-
dra Singh who was also at
the event, said, “There is
so much dynamism in bio-

Awaiting hearing: Petitioners have challenged the Environment
Ministry’s approval for cultivation of GM mustard. RV. MOORTHY

technology development
that we cannot look at to-
morrow through the prism
of today.”

Hearing from April 15
On March 6, a three-judge
Bench of the Supreme
Court said it will begin
hearing from April 15 peti-
tions challenging the Envi-
ronment Ministry’s appro-
val for cultivation of GM
mustard. The court has
told all parties to file their
written submissions within
a week.

A two-judge Bench of
the top court, on July 23,
2024, gave a split verdict

on the validity of the
Centre’s 2022 decision
granting conditional ap-
proval for the environmen-
tal release of GM mustard
crop. However, it also di-
rected the Centre to formu-
late a “national policy” on
GM crops. Mr. Gokhale told
The Hindu that the DBT
had provided “technical in-
puts” to the Union Envi-
ronment Ministry, which
was formulating the policy
and was the “nodal
coordinator”.

Safety concerns
GM mustard, developed
using public funds, was the

first transgenic food crop
to be approved for farmer
fields by the Genetic Engi-
neering Appraisal Commit-
tee, a scientific body. Ho-
wever, it wasn’t approved
for cultivation following sa-
fety objections by activist
groups.

However, the use of bio-
technology to improve
food crops — as in the case
of GM mustard — is a key
focus of the government’s
BioE3 policy.

This involves manufac-
turing new kinds of en-
zymes, pharmacueticals
and agricultural products
while applying techniques,
including genetic
engineering.

A report released by the
DBT at the event on Friday
on the current state of In-
dia’s ‘bio-economy’ says
that bio-agriculture ac-
counts for 8.1% — the smal-
lest share — of the $165.7
billion bio-economy in In-
dia.

“Valued at $13.5 billion,
this segment enhances
agricultural productivity
and resilience through ge-
netically modified crops
like Bt Cotton and preci-
sion agriculture technolo-
gies,” the report notes.

There is progress on GM food crops, says official

See Wi wHel W Farfar 81 18 8, A &1 qarer
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Ahead of a fresh Supreme Court hearing next month on genetically
modified (GM) food crops, the Department of Biotechnology (DBT)
said there was progress on this front.

3T AR FHA FIE F AFafAF T § FAAT (GM) Fieg waat
HoAaTE & Ug, Sta sle e fasmer (DB T) o Fer 6 30 &1 & worfay @Y W B

e DBT Secretary Rajesh Gokhale, speaking at a biotechnology event on Friday, said
that GM mustard discussions are being taken up again, despite the matter being sub
judice.

SN afaa Terer MEa & YFAR F v SAa WA Frdwa 7 e 6 e awa |
Tt R @ &)Y W& &, aronifer Areer sararey & dfda 2

e The DBT, which has been funding research on GM crops for years, functions under
the Ministry of Science and Technology.

S, S st & Shesr waal 9 e F fore e iwor 1 @1 8, e ik dienfd
HATST & dgd F1I FAT |

Status of GM Crop Approvals
ST HEaT Sy FHdY A Fufa

e At present, Bt cotton is the only genetically modified crop allowed for cultivation in
India.

qiHT H, N FIH AR & THAH Ha i 79 F TN woa @, FF @ & fae
FregAfea fram rar 81

e Though the Environment Ministry approved GM mustard for commercial cultivation
in 2022, it has not been implemented due to a Supreme Court challenge.

glefifeh, TATEROT HATET & 2022 F STH AT Y SATTATRAF Welt 1 FHopdh & oft, iferer
AT FIE 7 FaAlelt & FROT 58 A1) AT Fwam 17|

Supreme Court Hearing from April 15

gt FIE 7 15 I8 & erars

e On March 6, athree-judge Bench of the Supreme Court announced that hearings on
petitions challenging the Environment Ministry’s approval of GM mustard will
begin from April 15.

6 AT T, FAtT FIE FY Aler-aararefiert F s o ervom $r o gafaor Farer garv shew
TTET Y &Y 7§ AL F FoAlelt &oF ATl ATFAFIHT 9T Farars 15 i @ qw |

e The court has directed all parties to submit written arguments within a week.

srererd & @it gall i vk geare F #fiaw fAffa aF weqa w3 1 fader Rar @

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page46

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

g il CONTACT: 9971932488

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

On July 23, 2024, a two-judge Bench delivered a split verdict on the validity of the
Centre’s 2022 decision, and ordered the government to formulate a national policy
on GM crops.

23 @ 2024 1, BY-raefiel T 15 =1 Fg FHR F 2022 F Hhwwer W Renfora facky
e, 3R @R @1 Sfiva waat ) T AifT R S w1 @Ader i)

DBT has provided technical inputs to the Union Environment Ministry, which is
leading the policy formulation process.

SIS & Fr TATIROT HATAT Y AFaiteh) ST YalT T g, St affer ot wfdean &1 aqea
@

Safety Concerns and BioE3 Policy
gaT fRrare v aags sifa

GM mustard, developed using public funds, was the first transgenic food crop
approved for field trials by the Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC).

(GEAC) &aRT tires qdiator & farw srgaifee weelt ciwat o @ey waer oY

However, it was not approved for commercial cultivation due to safety concerns
raised by activist groups.

glelifen, 38 WiFTaT Gl G@RT 3513 7% FRaT Rant & Fror sarawfys ad F v
Aol 7¢t & 1S

The government’s BioE3 policy aims to use biotechnology to improve food crops,
including GM mustard.

DR T arE3 A 7 3¢ 27 ST T T 39T FIF Wieg FHal 7 GUR FAT
&, ot shvew wxat ot enfaer &1

The policy also focuses on developing new enzymes, pharmaceuticals, and
agricultural products using genetic engineering techniques.

Ig Aifcl 7§ Uorga, PAREgfedhed 3R FY 3carel & e o3 oft e 8, 5 amegafas
TR dFeli! T 39901 F:XA &

Current State of India’s Bio-Economy

R Y IA-SHIATH Y IdATT e

A DBT report released on Friday states that bio-agriculture contributes only 8.1% to
India's $165.7 billion bio-economy.

SINE Fr AR Y S RS 7 T a1 o Sta-F ¥ e iy $165.7 Rferzer i arat-
SHIATHY 7 Fae 8.1% T TS St §
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e The bio-agriculture sector is valued at $13.5 billion and plays a role in enhancing
agricultural productivity through GM crops like Bt cotton.

TN-F Y &7 7 e $13.5 ffower § 31 78 i Furw A s voat F e a FR

Heat plan

India must develop a comprehensive
heat strategy ahead of COP30
|GS Paper llI: Environment |
ummer has arrived early in several parts of
India. In the last week of February, heat-
waves were officially reported in Goa and
Maharashtra. States such as Odisha, Telangana,
and Maharashtra have already recorded tempera-
tures exceeding 40°C. Throughout most of Febru-
ary, 31 States and Union Territories experienced
night temperatures at least 1°C above normal, with
22 States and Union Territories reporting night
temperatures that were 3°C to 5°C above normal.
Given that February is classified as ‘winter’ by the
India Meteorological Department, these are sign-
posts that point toward new climate normals.
Scientists have long warned that rising global tem-
peratures — both on land and sea — will result in
more intense and frequent heatwaves. This under-
scores the need for countries and States to pre-
pare for heat events just as they do for earth-
quakes or floods. However, a recent study by the
Sustainable Futures Collaborative, which exa-
mined heat-related preparedness in nine Indian
cities, found that none had long-term plans in
place. Most responses are limited to short-term
emergency measures such as providing drinking
water, adjusting work hours, and boosting hospi-
tal capacity during heatwaves. Crucial long-term
interventions such as ensuring access to house-
hold or occupational cooling for vulnerable popu-
lations, insuring workers against lost income on
extremely hot days, improving fire management,
and upgrading electricity grids for reliability are
missing. Few cities have even begun planning for
expanded local weather monitoring, mapping ur-
ban heat islands, or training those responsible for
implementing heat plans. Other strategies, which
include increasing green cover, creating open
spaces to reduce heat, and deploying rooftop solar
for active cooling, are often carried out without
targeting the populations that are most at risk.
While global efforts to combat climate change
largely focus on cutting greenhouse gas emis-
sions, the limited progress on that front is shifting
attention to adaptation — particularly in manag-
ing responses to heat. Affordable cooling devices
are frequently recommended, but they raise con-
cerns about increased use of ozone-depleting re-
frigerants. Experts now advocate having sustain-
able buildings, green infrastructure, and passive
cooling solutions, although these too can impact
land prices and urban planning. India must deve-
lop a comprehensive national heat strategy and
embed it within its National Adaptation Plan
ahead of the 30th UN Climate Change Conference
(COP30) in Brazil in November.

3cUTGEdT agTe A Ageaqur AT fAsmmar §
Heat Plan

AT QT

Summer has arrived early in many parts of India,
with heatwaves officially reported in Goa and
Maharashtra in February.

IRTF 5 R At gar d g ar g ¢, 3k
Ed # Mar R AFRISE 7 IMAFRF T @ o ot A
TS|

e Odisha, Telangana, and Maharashtra have already recorded
temperatures exceeding 40°C.

3Nf3em, e 3R AgRISE I gger & 40°C A 3T ATIHATT gt AT
T 2|

e InFebruary, 31 States and Union Territories experienced night
temperatures at least 1°C above normal, while 22 States and UTs
recorded 3°C to 5°C above normal.

B #, 31 TSN 3R Fg A weut F T FT AIAT AT F 1°C
it o, STafer 22 U=t 3R Fg afla wget 7 aAe 3°C /¥ 5°C
318 T

o February is classified as ‘winter’ by the India Meteorological

Department (IMD), making these temperature anomalies a sign of
new climate patterns.

AR #EH FA$mT (IMD) EaRT ®adl 1wl F w0 & gefiqa
Tt &, TrHH A AT STAHATIAT AT SAerarg TRadT HT Tehel &t 3

Rising Global Temperatures and Heatwaves

dRas arvHTeT gEfer o

e Scientists warn that rising global temperatures—both on land
and sea—will lead to more frequent and intense heatwaves.

AT 1 e ¢ T A IR T Al W e AR aoaAeT @
3% ar 3 e o T iy GaTEET 95 ST
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e Countries must prepare for heat events just as they do for earthquakes or floods.
SRl T [T AT a1 Y TE & o Y geaHt & faw IR e e

e Arecent study by the Sustainable Futures Collaborative found that none of the
nine Indian cities examined had long-term heat action plans.

FESAT FAH Frelan e & v grfordr sreaet 7 ura a1 {3 S fvw are at s
el 7 & Rl & arw drefemfores oot @ foraesr i Asrer w8t o

Short-term vs Long-term Heat Preparedness

HoUFITold JTH dedhIfard AT T g Hr =y

e Most cities focus on short-term emergency measures such as:
o Providing drinking water (J3sTel 3Uclet )
o Adjusting work hours (T & €& AT TSI =)
o Boosting hospital capacity during heatwaves (e[ & aNTe 3T T &THAT

S¢len)
o Crucial long-term strategies are missing, including:

o Access to cooling for vulnerable populations (SHEFIFT €T & foT
<frcreraT 1 gfaem)

o Insuring workers against lost income due to extreme heat (3/cafeis Il &
hRUT HTel T 3T o FJhdTeT o foIw i)

o Fire management improvements (3f3s1 Jaeiel # FUR)

o Upgrading electricity grids for reliability (fastelr f&rg &1 318 Aa@=iT S<1=T)

e Few cities have started planning for:
o Expanded local weather monitoring (FUig HlG@ fAIRTAT I T&T=T)

o Mapping urban heat islands (3" ITHT g4t T ATAFATUT =)
o Training personnel to implement heat plans (IT#HT ASTAT3HT Sl A1) el & felw
ST T GTATET =)

e Green initiatives such as increasing green cover, creating open spaces, and
deploying rooftop solar panels are not always targeted at the most vulnerable
populations.

gRa ugd, oI #lia 819 ToTeT, G T a1 R ol W AR FAT §AT A9, g
T HAF g T v # [@HT AL ¥ AT |

Shifting Focus to Adaptation
IoTHolel W €T e HL
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e Global efforts to combat climate change primarily focus on reducing greenhouse

gas emissions, but slow progress is shifting attention towards adaptation strategies.

Srerarg afader ¥ frves & T varal w1 Ay wure Ay 39 s F F7 7@
W &, oifehet il warfey & 0T 3 g ool aX e R 3 wr R

o Affordable cooling devices are frequently recommended, but they increase the use
of ozone-depleting refrigerants.

TE effaeret 3uEoT i FAwIRET T ST 8, dAfdhed 3 3eT-a7a@RY Wherie F 3udher i
T &
o Experts advocate for sustainable solutions such as:
o Green buildings (&Rd 81as7)
o Green infrastructure (gRd gf=arer arm)
o Passive cooling techniques (JTehfcieh eficTelel cTeheileh)

o However, these solutions can impact land prices and urban planning.

gTeTifen, I FATUTS A i fraat i ergd A= F vanfaa 7 wa §

India’s Need for a National Heat Strategy
TR &Y IASEIT AT ToTAIfer T Taegshdr

e India must develop a comprehensive national heat strategy ahead of COP30 (UN
Climate Change Conference) in Brazil, November 2025.

HRT Y FaaT 2025 H Freiter 7 g1 dTel COP30 (HFF Wsg Srerary IRacier woderan) &
g Ueh ogT9 IS ITAT Toreifer R fad w3=it aifge|

e This strategy should be embedded in India’s National Adaptation Plan, ensuring a
long-term, sustainable approach to heat management.

Ig T0TATT SR Y WS HeJehereT AroretT A MR gl Tifyw, anfes aredf yarerer & fAw
drdfar 3 Rews gaTue glafaa o o aF|
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Red-hot Byadgi chilli
stings farmers
as prices plummet

Bvadgi chillies are a must in every kitchen for their special colour and flavour. But the growers of this variety

in several parts of north Karnataka are in distress as prices

to the chilli market in Byadgi in Haveri district to talk to the farmers

GS P: iculture

t's Thursday noon at the APMC yard in
Byadgi and police sub-inspector Arvind
P.S. is giving instructions to police person-
nel about the first of the two route march-
esto be taken out in the market yard. A little later,
the yard reverberates with the siren of the police
vehicles which take the designated road of the
route march. Farmers wait beside rhen heaps of
bags of red chill
“Don’t worry, it is a routine exercis
thesh, who works for a commission agent at the
market yard, comforts an anxious farmer. The
vehicles are back at the APMC office after the
march and the per\onnel stand guard at vantage
points. The exercise is repeated after 3 p.m.

In the market spread across 78 acres in Byadgi
town of Haveri district
in north Karnataka,
the route march i
ken out twice on Mon-
days and Thursdays
when the chilli market
is open. The Byadgi
variety of chilli is
known the world over
for its colour and un-
ique flavour.

This has been the
practice since March
11, 2024, the day when
the APMC (Agricultu-
ral Produce Marketing
Committee) office was
torched and a few vehicles, including a fire en-
gine, were gutted, says a policeman on duty, as
several others, including a few who suffered mi-
nor injuries during the violence, keep vigil. The
APMC office now wears a new look after a fresh
coat of paint.

At a distance,

dl

Mounesh Acharya, a chillifarmer from Dommur in
Ballari district, waits for bidders to arrive at the
Byadgi APMC yard. GIRISH PATTANASHETTI

ing under the shade and

st; s
market are being told la]u of the violent protest a
year ago, and the subsequent arrests and losses.

Meanwhile, unmindful of the siren, Basavaraj
Navale, who works for the commission agents,
and trader B.M. Chatrad are busy assessing the
quality of the chilli kept for auction. The likes of
Basavaraj, who are scattered over the big yard,
have already completed the assessment of the
quality of the chilli pods and have written down
the bids for each lot they assessed. Traders and
commission agents Basavaraj Chatrad and Mala-
tesh Chatrad too are busy doing the same. Ho-
wever, their work is limited to the lots in the open
space before their office.

Nothing much seems to have changed after
the violence in the Byadgi APMC yard a year ago
over the sudden dip in prices of different varie-
ties of red chillies.

Downward trend

What has d concern yet again this year is
the further dip in the prices, leading to sporadic
protests not in Byadgi but in far-off places like Ka-

are falling. Girish Pattanashetti travelled

Workers unloading chilli bags at the Byadgi APMC yard on Thulsday

GIRISH PATTANASHETTI

Old stock is
the biggest
problem
and what
has affected
the traders
is that the
crop, which
they bought
ata higher
price and
keptin cold
storage, is
now
fetching
even lower
price.
GANESH

ACHALKAR,
trader

laburagi and Raichur, where the Guntur variety
has seen much lower bids. The series of meetings
officials and Minister of Textiles, Sugarcane De-
velopment and Agricultural Marketing Shiva-
nand Patil, had with farmers and APMC mer-
chants, don’t seem to have made any impact so
far except for the increase in police bandobast.
Cold storage in Byadgi promised by the Minister
has not materialised as suitable land couldn’t yet
be found.

In February last year, the average prices for
Byadgi Kaddi, Byadgi I)ahhx and Guntur stood at
235,08 a quintal respec-
tively. In February this ymr. the average prices
for the same varieties were 327,009, 28,2098
and 13,900 a quintal respectively.

On Thursday, Byadgi recorded arrivals of
2,47,196 bags and the avera
and Dabbi varieties were 223,359 and 325,869 a
quintal respectively, and the Guntur variety
fetched average price of ¥12,209.

Last year, Byadgi yard recorded arrivals of
68,36,363 bags recording a turnover of €3,187.73

crore and this year, it seems to cross last year’s ar-
. However, the turnover is less due to low

i
prices.
Byadgi has not witnessed any protest over the
prices this year but the pain is palpable on the
faces of farmers who have travelled covering over
250 km mn’ymg their produce in anticipation of
a good price.

Last week, Parameshappa U. from Tangarado-
na in Kurnool district of Andhra Pradesh brought
50 bags of Byadgi Kaddi variety, which fetched
211,000 per quintal. On Thursday, he was back in
Byadgi with 10 bags, but not sure about fetching
the same price. His friend from the same village,
Brahmanand Reddy, was too not hopeful.

“They say there is no demand and last year's
stock is still in the cold storage,” P

Byadgi APMC Market are exported in different
forms like destemmed pods, extracted colour
and Oleoresin capsicum. However, because of
good stock, the companies involved are demand:
ing high-quality pods at lower prices this year,”
he said.

Another reason for the lesser demand for the
Byadgi Dabbi and Kaddi varieties is that the high
prices these varieties fetched during the previous
years made the companies switch to other affor
dable varieties with less colour.

Is there a solution?

As of now, there seems to be no immediate solu-
tion as the arrivals continue to swell day after day
with more farmers across the country getting in-
to chilli ivation. The price drop has already

said. He has been coming to Byadgi since 1996
and the highest price he got was 48,000 for the
native Byadgi Kaddi variety three years ago. But
this year, he has incurred a loss of 1 lakh.

Sitting on the pile of bags and waiting for the
bids to be made, Mounesh Acharya from Dom-
mur village in Ballari district is also not that opti-
mistic. “The cost of bringing one bag of red chillis
to the Byadgi market is around 2200. The expen-
diture per acre is between 21 lakh to ¥1.5 lakh. If I
get 212,000 per quintal that will meet the expens-
es”, he said.

Problem of plenty
Like last year, record arrivals and the problem of
plenty have resulted in prices falling particularly
for varieties developed by seed companies. What
has added to the problems of farmers and traders
is the stock of the previous two years.

“Nearly 40% of the previous years’ stock has
been carried over to this year and is still lying in
the cold storage because of low prices,” said Ba-
savaraj Chatrad, president of the dispute redres-
sal committee of the APMC Merchants
Association.

“Old stock is the biggest problem and what has
affected the traders is that the crop they bought
at a higher price and kept in cold storage, is now
fetching even lower price” said trader and com-
mission agent Ganesh Achalkar.

Shivaraj Chatrad, who has returned to Byadgi
to join his father in the trade, after his MBA in
London, cites three reasons for the drop in pric-
es. “One, the problem of old stock left with the
traders. Two, the spice companies also have ex-
cess stock. And three, increased quantum of re-
jection in exports due to stringent test parame
ters introduced of late.”

Tougher testing parameters

Western countries have made the testing param-
eters stringent after traces of cancer-causing
agents were found in exported consignments.
While Asian countries have less strict testing pa-
rameters, they too have problem of plenty, he

cretary of APMC Merchants Association,
Byadgi V.S. Morigeri (Raju) believes the use of
banned pesticides by farmers is the major reason
for increase in the insta ction of export
consignments. “50% of the chillies procured in

Vehicles on fire after a mob, comprising mainly farmers, resorted to violence following the sudden fall in the prices of
different varieties of chillies, at the APMC yard in Byadgi in March 2024, FILE PHOTO

resulted in the Centre announcing market inter-
vention steps in Andhra Pradesh.

Chief Minister of Karnataka Siddaramaiah has
now written to Union Minister of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare Shivaraj Singh Chauhan for a si-
milar step for chilli growers in Karnataka.

“ILwrite to you with deep concern for the lakhs
of red chilli farmers in Karnataka, particularly in
the Kalyana Karnataka region, who are facing an
unprecedented crisis due to the drastic fall in
market prices,” he said in his letter.

Chilli bags kept for auction at the By:mgl APMC yard
GIRISH PATTANASHETTI

He pointed out that the Government of India
had approved the Price Deficiency Payment
scheme under the Market Intervention Scheme
for Red Chillies (Guntur Variety) in Andhra Pra-
desh, fixing the Minimum Intervention Price
(MIP) at 211,781 per quintal with coverage for up
to 25% of production. “While this is a welcome
step, the distress faced by Karnataka’s red chilli
farmers remains unaddressed,” he wrote.

The Chief Minister demanded an increase in
MIP to 213,500 per quintal terming the current
MIP of ¥ 11,781 per quintal as inadequate consider-
ing the rising input costs and the significantly
higher cost of production in Karnataka. He also
demanded expanding coverage to at least 75% of
production.

Former Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai also
wrote a similar letter to Mr. Chauhan soon after.

Chamaras Malipatil, Honorary President of
Karnataka Raita Sangha, demanded that the go-
vernment fix MIP up to 15,000 and above per
quintal to help farmers. “We will raise this issue
during Chief Minister’s future scheduled meet-
ing,” he said.

There are other initiatives in the offing too.
“The State government earmarked ¥25 crore to
establish a red chilli market in 10 areas of land in
Raichur and tender was floated. The work is ex-
pected to be completed by the end of December
2025. Farmers can sell the product at the same
price as in the Bydagi and Guntur markets. They
can save transportation and vehicle halting
charges and other labour expenditure,” says
Adappa, additional Director, APMC Raichur.

Long-term solution

But Morigeri believes that in the long run, only a
reduction in arriv: d shifting to other crops,
resulting in quahl yield may see an increase rise
in the prices in the coming years.

(With inputs from Ravikumar Naraboli in Yadgir)

Red-hot Byadgi chilli stings farmers as prices plummet

dorEd) 133 A= Y Hear # PREe @ Fae aee &

Byadgi chillies, known for their rich color and unique flavor, are
facing a price drop, leaving farmers distressed.

ferery Gor 3k At Fag & farw gy sarsah A & Frrdi & Prae @

fraTer qena &
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e The market yard in Byadgi, Haveri district, Karnataka, witnesses police route
marches twice a week (Mondays & Thursdays) to maintain law and order.

Fellesh & gradl ford & sarseft 72 A1$ o Fearw # &) IR (FHER R IFar) gfaw At
[GEACIRCIS IR

e Violence erupted on March 11, 2024, when the APMC office was set on fire due to a
sudden dip in chilli prices.

11 AT 2024 FY FHT 5, 519 sATSIMN APMC FTATTT F 31T 91T &) a1 F3ifh faef
Fraar 7 3r=reTs PAREe 3|

Price Trends and Farmer Struggles
Fraral A ggfar 3R framat f gaea

e In February 2023, average prices per quintal were:
o Byadgi Kaddi — 335,099
o Byadgi Dabbi —%38,951
o Guntur variety — 313,509

wad 2023 & ufa [Faee sitaa Fad o
o oI F3ZA — 35,099
o TSIt Zedll — 338,951
o e e - 213,509
e In February 2024, prices dropped further:
o Byadgi Kaddi — 327,009

o Byadgi Dabbi — 28,209
o Guntur variety — 13,900

Wi 2024 H FHd 3R AR €
o egTSI FII — 327,009
o sgT89N Sedl — 28,209

o T fFEA — 13,900
e On Thursday, Byadgi market received 2,47,196 bags, with average prices:
o Byadgi Kaddi — 23,359 per quintal
o Byadgi Dabbi — 25,869 per quintal
o Guntur variety — 312,209 per quintal

TFAR Y SATSIH 7 H 2,47,196 397 ug A, TSt aitwa et o
o sgTsIM FZA — 323,359 ufd fFaea
o ATE Fedlt — 325,869 Ufd fFded
e B — 312,209 wfe faraea

o
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Impact on Farmers

IETIGIRER LG

Despite increased arrivals, overall turnover has decreased due to low prices.
TGl HTTT F A1G9[E, FH HAAT F FROT Fel FRIAN G 2

Many farmers have traveled over 250 km to Byadgi, hoping for better prices, but are
left disappointed.

%% fharer 250 el @ e iy I T sarsalt g, et sRd e & e & e €

Farmers from Andhra Pradesh’s Kurnool district reported significant losses:
o Parameshappa U. brought 50 bags in February, earning ¥11,000 per quintal.
o This time, he brought only 10 bags, uncertain of fetching the same price.

MY 2T & FIe o & fraral aF sy goharer iy g &
o TRHAATT , & FIa H 50 v aw 3k 211,000 wfS Faew A
o BH IR Had 10 A7 T, AfFT roAad F1 AT sfARaa &

Three years ago, prices were as high as ¥48,000 per quintal, but this year, some
farmers have suffered losses of ¥1 lakh or more.

e arer gge A 248,000 Ui fFaee o, ofeheT 59 Ol w8 fFam=l 1 T1 a/@ a1 399
AT T JhATT g

Farmers’ expenses per acre range from %1 lakh to ¥1.5 lakh, and to break even,
prices need to be at least ¥12,000 per quintal.

ATt 1 9 vehs @9 ¥ o ¥ 21.5 9@ & € §, 3R aerg Asea F o fag s
¥ FH 12,000 9fa Faee gi= afigw|

Government Response and Market Challenges

TR wfafear i s A gelfaar

Minister Shivanand Patil held several meetings with farmers and merchants, but no
significant impact has been seen except for increased police presence.

#l Rraree wifee & forameit 3R ATt & @1y w§ do& Hi, Aferer gfow geam aom F
3TATAT S S AT AGT [T

Promised cold storage facilities in Byadgi have not materialized due to land
acquisition issues.

saTseft # araT AT T Fies FERS A rftargor Y AHTAHT F FROT 373t aF T G

g3T|

)

Farmers claim last year’s stock is still in storage, leading to reduced demand and
lower prices.

ot F1 Fea ¢ B Rod aa s e s i sEror &, Sao A sa S ek
frad AT s §
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Unlike last year, Byadgi has not seen major protests, but farmers’ distress is
evident.

ﬁﬁmﬁmﬁwmmﬁ@mﬂmﬁwaﬁgaﬁmmaﬁtﬁa
TUse B

Problem of Plenty
Jrftrerar $r gaEar

Like last year, record arrivals and the problem of plenty have resulted in prices
falling, particularly for varieties developed by seed companies.

Sl GTel T g, RF1S 3ras 3T 31ear H GAEar & HRoT frAd AR T § [ F9
et FufAaT garT fasfaa At & o)

Stock of the previous two years has added to the problems of farmers and traders.
Rrorer Y ast &1 sizR ATt 3R ARt fr geaeansit # ger wr i
Nearly 40% of the previous years' stock has been carried over to this year and is still

lying in cold storage due to low prices, said Basavaraj Chatrad, president of the
dispute redressal committee of APMC Merchants Association.

oo aut FT TS 40% SR 5T I H TAIRT Y &ar 337 § 317 3738 8 ey Hrarat
a?muraﬂ?stmsrﬁqagarr%, IE Thegell ¢ THITAH! Adew vafvea i Rare Aaror
afAfa & sreast sHaRIS T918

Old stock is the biggest problem, and what has affected the traders is that the crop

they bought at a higher price and kept in cold storage is now fetching even lower
price, said trader and commission agent Ganesh Achalkar.

QRIAT 87K A8 9 FAET §, 3N At S wenfaa a% T § 9% 9% 6 3w o
FHA F) FAT W G@HE A 3 Fes RS & @ o s ag i s s Pa w s
T T, VAT gl § AIRY 3T FHHUT TAT T0rer I=ATART |

Reasons for Price Drop

HrAdl H fRrae & FROT

Shivaraj Chatrad, an MBA graduate from London, cites three main reasons:
e & THAT FRT gT RISt 9418 el 7T HROT 9l ¢
o Old stock left with traders.
SATATRAT & T I3T qX0T $ER|
o Excess stock with spice companies.

AGTAT Hafaal & g off 31+ |
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o Increased rejection in exports due to stringent test parameters.

forater #F el for & aolt AT i F3 aHeTor ATTRI 1 e fHar T B

Tougher Testing Parameters

Fo g{IaToT AT

o Western countries have introduced stricter testing parameters after traces of cancer-
causing agents were found in exported consignments.

afterst &eif & foraT @i & Faw 3e7 Fa are deal & 91U Sl o 916 FIR TITOT AT
I o] fhaT |

e Asian countries have less strict testing, but they too are facing a problem of plenty.
TS e & F FoR qieTor &, Afha 3 off 3rfrerar fr gHEAT FT IFT R T B

e V.S. Morigeri (Raju), Secretary of APMC Merchants Association, Byadgi, believes
that the use of banned pesticides by farmers is a major reason for the increase in
rejection of export consignments.

wdierd #Edew vafdwee, aasdt & wfag d.ow. AN (19 1 AT § o et
garr gfaafra Frearerst F1 3TAT fHaTa Qut $r sdipfa & 96t &1 J&7 FRUTE|

Reduced Demand for Byadgi Chillies
939t A &Y AT 7 FA

e 50% of the chillies procured in Byadgi APMC Market are exported in different forms
like destemmed pods, extracted colour, and Oleoresin capsicum.

Tz ThuaH TR & GO 7€ 50% AT AR T4 & AIa Hr s &, ST goa
TR welY, fAehraT T T, 3R 3nforaR e FoaFa|

¢ Companies are demanding high-quality pods at lower prices due to good stock
availability.

3T 3R FY IYAHT F FROT FATAAT F37 FIAGT 9T 3T J[OTET aTell Fell T HT FI
@

e High prices in previous years led companies to switch to more affordable varieties
with less colour.

oo Ul # 3T HAGT F FRUT HUTAAT oF e T dTely FEAT FFEAT 7 3R TG T o)

Government Intervention & Proposed Solutions

PN gEIEIT 3T YEaIfad AT

e The Centre has already announced market intervention in Andhra Pradesh due to
the price drop.

&g AR o HrAal A FIRTae & FROT g ) 3T 3w H IR FETAT Y 9o FI & 71
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o Karnataka CM Siddaramaiah has written to Union Minister of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare Shivaraj Singh Chauhan, requesting a similar intervention for
Karnataka's chilli farmers.

FeATeH & HEIHA FACURAAT & FET F 3R Frwrer Feamor 7= Rrawrer e =tersr =t
7 TG eilesd & AT framel & fore st avg & graaig A AR Hr gl

e The Government of India approved the Price Deficiency Payment Scheme for
Guntur variety chillies in Andhra Pradesh with a Minimum Intervention Price (MIP)
of ¥11,781 per quintal covering up to 25% of production.

HRA TR A 3T 93 F e e A1 T & e s oY epararet derenr &Y wogdr Y,
Toraa 311,781 9fY fFaeel &1 ~Ta# €8T {ed (MIP) T fram a1 31 25% 3eqreet
& Faer YT faRaT |

e Siddaramaiah demanded an increase in MIP to ¥13,500 per quintal and coverage
expansion to 75% of production.

fgumaaT & MIP &1 sgreR 13,500 wfd Faed 3 3 FaXs : 75% Iedest a&
Reafta w3t $ir Awr $iy

e Former CM Basavaraj Bommai also wrote a similar letter to Shivaraj Singh
Chauhan.

qd HEIHA qHarS dFAs A o Riarer g wterer 1 € o fora|

e« Karnataka Raita Sangha Honorary President Chamaras Malipatil demanded an MIP
of 15,000 per quintal to help farmers.

FeATcHh 3T T & ATIE FEYET TAUH AT o fhdTsIr T Jgrrdr & o 15,000 v
fFaee MIP &Y AT 1|

o State government has earmarked ¥25 crore to establish a red chilli market in
Raichur on 10 acres of land, expected to be completed by December 2025.

TS EIEHR & TG 7 10 U3 HfA W o1 A 9o suifia 3@ & fae 225 a0
arafea e §, S e 2025 @& qu gt 1 35+ 8

Pa la
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Long-term Solution

Ao AT

e APMC Secretary V.S. Morigeri believes that only a reduction in arrivals and shifting
to other crops will result in quality yield and higher prices in the coming years.

veadt g &).vg. AN 1 AT § & 3maw F FAY 3R 37 FEa) HY 3R ST
o FoTaaTqor deTar i 3Ter arer st #F Fraat F Ferad wwa gl
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Rupee climbs to a 10-week high

The domestic currency’s gain was supported by stronger-than-expected trade data and a rise in foreign exchange reserves
following the RBI's USD/INR swap intervention; rupee emerges ‘top performer’ among Asian currencies so far this month

GS Paper lll: External
LiSector

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

he rupee on Friday
Tclimbed to a 10-
week high of %86

against the U.S. dollar due
to a surge in foreign inflows
into domestic equities and
debt markets, analysts
said. The domestic curren-
cy was trading at ¥85.89 a
dollar on January 9, 2025.

The rupee surged nearly
0.1% on Friday, making it
the eighth consecutive day
of appreciation against the
dollar. It closed at ¥85.98
against the U.S. dollar.

On a weekly basis, the

Bullish
streak

Rupees per $ vs Date

87.58
D

The chart shows the value of the rupee against the
dollar since January 1, 2025. The rupee gained by
1.2%, rising for the sixth straight session

86.6
L)
v .
o \/j ‘ (1% ¥86 on Friday, a
S Q = 10-weeks-high
76
85
Jan. 1 Feb. 16 Mar. 21

rupee surged 1.1% with the
appreciation on Friday.
“The rupee’s gain was
supported by stronger-
than-expected trade data

and a rise in foreign ex-
change reserves following
the Reserve Bank of India’s
(RBI) USD/INR swap inter-
vention,” said Dilip Par-

Rupee Climbs to a 10-Week High
FYAT 10 WOATE & 3T FX I IgaT

mar, Research Analyst,
HDFC Securities.

“The central bank’s ef-
forts have paid off, with the
rupee emerging as the top
performer among Asian
currencies so far this
month,” he said, adding
that in the short term, the
rupee is expected to re-
ceive support at 85.70 and
resistance at 86.45.

Jateen Trivedi, Vice Pre-
sident, Research Analyst —
Commodity and Currency,
LKP Securities said, “Ru-
pee strengthened as FII in-
flows surged with strong
buying figures in recent
days.” “The Fed’s decision
to hold rates steady and its

forecast for lower interest
rates ahead pulled the dol-
lar down, providing signifi-
cant support to the rupee
but major capital market
strengthening gives rupee
the strong push higher,” he
added. Equity markets also
reported gains on Friday,
with frontline indices ris-
ing by 0.7%.

The NSE Nifty extended
its bullish run for a fifth
consecutive session, clos-
ing higher by 159 points, or
0.69%, at 23,350. NSE cash
market volumes surged
dramatically by 53% from
the previous day, reaching
their highest level since
November 25, 2024.

The rupee on Friday climbed to a 10-week high of ¥86 against the U.S.
dollar due to a surge in foreign inflows into domestic equities and
debt markets, analysts said.

AR T FIAT 10 HCATE & o0 FeX T86 T 3ARAY 3Ter T g 1
FaIf el 3fFae) 3R For Ao 7 fadef fAder wer, Rreawst  FaTl

e On January 9, 2025, the rupee was trading at ¥85.89 per dollar.

9 STAAGRT 2025 FT FIAT T85.89 Ui 3TeX WX FRITR FT TgT AT
e Therupee surged nearly 0.1% on Friday, making it the eighth consecutive day of
appreciation against the dollar.

YA T FIIT TIAHIT 0.1% T, S Tg TR 3169 et STe & FHhrael HoTaed g3l
o It closed at ¥85.98 against the U.S. dollar.
I ¥85.98 Ui IARAT Sle W &g g3l
e On aweekly basis, the rupee surged 1.1% with the appreciation on Friday.
AT T F, YFHAR AT Tgd & T TIAT 1.1% F7I

Reasons for the Rupee's Gain
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Y T ATl & HROT

e "The rupee’s gain was supported by stronger-than-expected trade data and a rise
in foreign exchange reserves following the RBI’s USD/INR swap intervention," said
Dilip Parmar, Research Analyst, HDFC Securities.

"I HY TSI Y AT & g SATIR 32T AR IRAITE F USD/INR FIT gEA8IT & a16
freeft F7eT 873 F geftr = FwdeT Ao, et Reh R, Red venforee, vasiew
RFafRée|

e The central bank’s efforts have paid off, with the rupee emerging as the top
performer among Asian currencies so far this month.

FET AF F JATH TG @, FAF TIAT 38 A AT aF TRIATS F{ST3HT 7 T8 3resT
YeRleT It aTell ST T+l

e Inthe short term, the rupee is expected to receive support at 85.70 and resistance
at 86.45.

FH 3™ F, T9A F7 85.70 W FAAT 311X 86.45 X wfaier fAear Hr T 81

Impact of Fll Inflows and U.S. Federal Reserve Decision

el IEumera Ader 3t 3AREY betar Raa & haar &1 939

o Jateen Trivedi, Vice President, Research Analyst - Commodity and Currency, LKP
Securities, said, “Rupee strengthened as Fll inflows surged with strong buying
figures in recent days.”

Ffarer Padl, suresr, Rud wenfee - A3 3k Fid), vadd Ranids & #,
" TN FSTS §IHT FAl1eh §Ter il A Faereft Fegmerd forder (i) # gefer 3R awsreg
Gler @t g |+

e "The Fed’s decision to hold rates steady and its forecast for lower interest rates
ahead pulled the dollar down, providing significant support to the rupee but major
capital market strengthening gives rupee the strong push higher,” he added.

"Fatd ReTd F sF1er R &) BT @ 3R sfasT & sarer g # sweltd) Y srfasaamft &
STer 1 AR F T, 0 T93 1 Ageaqer adar e, ofche it areR i Asrgclt
o 39 I FYT Y HT FomaT T, Segia Sier|

Stock Market Gains
AW IR H g

e Equity markets also reported gains on Friday, with frontline indices rising by
0.7%.

YFHAN FI 31FaET ARt 7 oft gga A 18, st wogw qa=iw 0.7% T2
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e The NSE Nifty extended its bullish run for a fifth consecutive session, closing
higher by 159 points, or 0.69%, at 23,350.

TATHE AT o AR g 99 #F dofit I WY, 377 159 37T (0.69%) Y e F FIT
23,350 T ¢ g3

e NSE cash market volumes surged by 53% from the previous day, reaching their
highest level since November 25, 2024.

TATHS g a1 AT Ao e AT gt 7 53% ¢ 78, 5iY 25 AR 2024 F 91
e ITIAH FH W IET 75|
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In US. Northwest, South Cascade
is where glacier science developed

[GS Paper liI: Climate Change |

Agence France-Presse
LOS ANGELES

For nearly 70 years scien-
tists have been probing,
measuring, drilling and
generally getting to know
South Cascade Glacier in
the U.S. Northwest, deve-
loping and honing skills
now used worldwide.

Generations of glaciolo-
gists have studied the slow-
moving ice mass in Wash-
ington state, which was
named “glacier of the
year” on Friday by the
World Meteorological Or-
ganization (WMO) and is
one of five “benchmark”
U.S. glaciers, keeping tabs
on how they are changing
as human activity warms
the Earth.

While glaciers have
been studied in Europe
since at least the 19th cen-

tury, what scientists

Satelllte |mages taken from August 28, 2000 (left), and September
10, 2006, show the South Cascade Glacier retreating. AFp

learned here has been
invaluable.

“A lot of the scientific
methods that we use to
measure glaciers were de-
veloped here,” said An-
drew Fountain, professor
emeritus at Portland State
University, who specialises
in glaciers and climate
change.

That includes the use of

ice radar, which allowed
researchers to see just how
thick the ice is in a spot
where a glacier has proba-
bly existed for upwards of
a million years.

Ideal for studying

South Cascade Glacier sits
in a basin at the head of the
South Fork of the Cascade
river, which flows down ul-

timately into Puget Sound.

The size of the basin —
more than 2 square miles —
along with its straightfor-
ward geometry made it
ideal to study for scientists
wanting to know how
these dynamic bodies are
faring in the changing
world.

A glacier is a perennial
accumulation of snow and
ice that is always on the
move, abrading the rocks
underneath and — over a
long enough period of time
— carving valleys.

Measurements began at
the site in 1958, according
to the U.S. Geological Sur-
vey, the government body
that studies the natural
environment.

Over nearly seven de-
cades, glaciologists have
been able “to track how
the glacier is responding to
climate.”

In U.S. Northwest, South Cascade Is Where Glacier Science

Developed

HARST F ATTATE #, UT3Y FTHs 9§ TU ¢ 8T TR A

ﬁaﬁag&n

For nearly 70 years, scientists have been probing, measuring, and

drilling South Cascade Glacier in the U.S. Northwest.

TMHA 70 It A, AATTAF AN F AT #H 3T Frahs TARAT F7
IETTA, AT 3R GaT$ FI @ B
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e These studies helped develop and refine skills now used worldwide.
3T eIl F 37 Fierall F FFRAT AR IR Fa & Age A, AN T gfaam s &
39T e ST @ £

e Generations of glaciologists have studied this slow-moving ice mass in
Washington state.

FIfreTes U & TARET AT Fr difea) F 5w i) a1fay @ Toer arer a6 gega=T &1
T fFar gl

« It was named “Glacier of the Year” on Friday by the World Meteorological
Organization (WMO).

3W YFAR F! faeg Ataer R Harea (WMO) @R " 7afa 31w g 3 A famar
|

o South Cascade is one of the five “benchmark” U.S. glaciers tracking climate
change.

AI3Y FEhs FANET & Ui "dTAE" TR 7§ F v § S FTaarg gRade T Aok @
W@

Scientific Contributions of South Cascade Glacier

ARY $THs TARRR 1 d7fas e

e« While glaciers have been studied in Europe since at least the 19th century, South
Cascade has provided invaluable insights.

g1 JAT A 109 T & TARRT 1 3reaa= a7 w1}, 7 a3y s A sy
STASIRAT F&T $1 §

e "Many scientific methods used to measure glaciers were developed here," said
Andrew Fountain, professor emeritus at Portland State University.

"TARIRY Y AT Fr F defaw Rt o8 Rl frag, odds Re gaafdd &
WHaT TARTH U3y B3 F el

e Iceradar technology was pioneered here, allowing researchers to measure glacier
thickness.

mmmmmﬁﬁﬁ,mmmﬁmmﬁm@
e The glacier may have existed for over a million years.

Ig TR THaa: TF Afoae a¥ @ 310+ 5717 @ faca A 21

Why South Cascade Glacier Is Ideal for Study
3T FEH3 TR 3regd= & fore #4i sugaa @

e ltislocated in a basin at the head of the South Fork of the Cascade River, which
flows into Puget Sound.

Ig HFEF3s 74T Y gfArol arEr F Wa W v "t 7 ya g, S gore w33 A AR B
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e The basin spans more than 2 square miles, making it an ideal study site.
I °réY 2 Tt e @ rfe ar # el g8 ¥, o 7% srewga & v et wardh 71

e Glaciers are constantly moving, carving valleys and eroding rocks beneath them.
TR AR afaelier W ¥, enfet 1 frfor aea ¥ 31K 3o o Y Teert @ awor
A ¢

e Measurements at South Cascade Glacier began in 1958, according to the U.S.
Geological Survey.

AN ST TIIOT & IHTAR, WISY Frhe 7RI A AT 1958 7 Y& g3l

e Over nearly seven decades, glaciologists have tracked how the glacier is
responding to climate change.

SIS [T AT A, TAfIR St F I sreager fnan & a8 AR sreraryg aRade
& i F& gfafmar T @

o HHTEATT §, 3T AR FY 3T CARTAT T IUANT FT HEATTA A AT T THTTT FAT
IR
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TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1. Namibia Inaugurates Its First Woman President Nandi-

Ndaitwah

ATAEAT A 39+t ggelt Afger wseufa Ad-Asgea Fi auy e

WINDHOEK

Namibia inaugurates its first
woman President Nandi-Ndaitwah

A |PCS

Namibia on Friday inaugurated its first female President, Netumbo
Nandi-Ndaitwah, aged 72, extending SWAPQ’s 35-year rule. A
liberation veteran since age 14, she secured 58% of votes in chaotic
elections. Ms. Nandi-Ndaitwah pledged economic growth, universal
healthcare, and climate action. arp

e Her election extends SWAPQO'’s 35-year rule.

Namibia Inaugurates Its
First Woman President
Nandi-Ndaitwah

AT A 39T ggell
#Afge Isgafd Adl-As$EaTe
&I ATY oS

Namibia on Friday
Inaugurated its first female
President, Netumbo Nandi-
Ndaitwah, aged 72.

ATHIAT 7 YFaR HT Tt
AISTScdlg, 37 72 aY, & A9y
fgars|

3d% GATd ¥ SWAPO T 35 a{ HT A8 ST T
e Aliberation veteran since age 14, she secured 58% of votes in chaotic elections.

TATAT HATH 1 A, faegier 14 a¥ & 337 & werd R, 37giaY 3rena el & 58% AT

gIilre fhu|

e Ms. Nandi-Ndaitwah pledged economic growth, universal healthcare, and climate

action.

A Fd-TsTSEars A i R, iR e dar 3R Srerarg FaTE F1 @FeT

foram
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